


OFFICERS ASHORE  
AS AT 31st AUG UST, 1971

Masters : T. R. Hughes, T. Byrne, J. A. 
Gleeson, M. G. O ’Dwyer, P. F. O ’Shea, B. 
Reilly, J. J. Walsh.

Chief Officers : M. Doyle, W. D. Garvey, 
J. F. Kelly, P. Kelly, J. J. M artin.

Second Officers : M. Coleman, H. C ourt­
ney, M. I. Dovle, R. Gordon, P. Kehoe,
B. Stockdale.

Third Officers : T . Brennan, A. Coghlan, 
E. Connellan, J. A. Cotter, P. A. Cowman, 
W. Twomey.

Deck Cadets : B. Byrne, E. Curry, J. Daly, 
J. Flanagan, L. G avin, P. Kelly, H. 
M cGowan, J. A. M urphy, O. M urphy, P. 
M urphy, S. O ’Byrne, I). O ’Leary, G. Pell, 
| Robinson, T. Ruane, C. Spain, J. Whelan.

Chief Engineers : G. Cunningham , P. 
O tter, R. Tennent, P. Walker.

Second Engineers : P. Bardon, B. Larkin, 
T. O ’Driscoll, L. J. O ’Toole, P. Shorthall.

Third Engineers : R. Broderick, G. Dor- 
gan, E. Doyle, M. N. Hayes, D. J. Menzies, 
J. Pryme, J. Waters.

Fourth Engineers : K. J. Branagan, M. 
Cahalan, F. O ’Beirne, M. O ’Riordan, J. A. 
Toole, W. Sheringham.

Junior Engineers : P. Byrne, J. F. Carr, 
J. P. Geary, D. Hayes, F. Hennessy, W. 
M alone, A. M cCarthy, K. O ’Brien, J. 
O ’Connor, T. O ’Toole, P. Ruddy, I). Tiernev.

Electrical Engineers : W. Cadogan, J.
Dunn, P. Fitzgerald, H. P. Stears.

Chief Stewards : J. Bennett, J Dillon, T. 
Forde, P. M urphy, C. O ’Donovan, J. Rogan.

CONGRA l'l LAI IONS
To K. Branagan on obtaining his Second 

Class M otor Certificate.
To J. M. Darcy on obtaining his Second 

M ate’s Foreign-going Certificate.
To P. Hughes on obtaining his Second 

M ate’s Foreign-going Certificate.
T o N. B. Hearne on his appointm ent as 

Chief Officer, “ Irish Plane” .
To G. Kyne on his appointm ent as Chief 

Officer, “ Irish C edar” .
To L. Robinson on his appointm ent as 

Third Engineer, “ Irish Sycamore” .
To P. Dowling on his appointm ent as 

Fourth Engineer. “ Irish Sycamore” .

CONDOLENCE
We extend our sym pathy to the wife and 

family of the late Mr. Sean Ryan, who died 
following an accident whilst his ship, the 
“ Irish Row an” was at Port Elizabeth. The 
late M r. Ryan was a native of Dublin, and 
the father of four young children. His tragic 
death came as a great shock to his m any 
friends ashore and afloat.

ACKNOW LEDGEM ENT
We have been asked by Mrs. Kirk, 

widow of the late C aptain F. W. Kirk, 
to express her appreciation and thanks 
for the m any messages of condolence 
and other kind expressions of sympathy 
which she has received from the sea and 
shore staffs and M anagem ent. Mrs. Kirk 
wishes to convey her special appreciation 
to the m any friends on board our ships 
who contributed the sum of £61 for 
Masses for the repose of her late hus­
band’s soul.

Contributions and correspondence for “SIGNAL” should be sent to the Editor at 
IRISH SHIPPING L I D., 19/21 ASTON Q UAY, DUBLIN 2 

Editor : JOHN HIGGINS
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Office Staff Visit “Plane”

Captain and Mrs. Poole with guests and members of the “Plane’s” personnel at the
“Get-Together” on board.

A very enjoyable visit was m ade recently 
by some of the office staff to the “ Irish Plane" 
while at Dublin —  witness the smiling faces 
in the photographs.

Most of those who visited the ship had 
never before been on an I.S.L. vessel and all 
were loud in their praise. The party  was 
hosted by Captain and Mrs. Poole who, in 
their usual charm ing fashion, gave everyone 
a warm  welcome. All the Officers and Ap­
prentices were present, looking resplendent 
in uniform — that gold braid really does 
something for a m an !

T he “eats” were absolutely delicious so a 
special word of thanks to the Catering De­
partm ent. f am sure no one will object if 
Derek Gregg is singled out; he really worked 
hard and nothing was too m uch trouble.

Everyone was shown round the ship — 
from the Bridge to the gleaming Engine 
Room —  and as a result I know at least two 
girls who w ant to sign on for the next voyage.

W hether they would still feel the same after 
a rough trip through the Bay of Biscay is a 
moot p o in t!

From all the shore staff who had the 
pleasure of visiting the “Plane” , a thousand 
thanks to all on board.

A ro u n d  “The Capta in ’s Table”.
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NEWS FROM HOME

G.A.A. — The A ll-Ireland Finalists in 
senior hurling and football have emerged 
following disappointing Semi-Finals in both 
codes.

In hurling, T ipperary and Kilkenny will 
contest the Final on 5th September, following 
their runaway Semi-Final victories over G al­
way and London respectively. In  the M unster 
H urling Championship, T ipperary beat 
Limerick by a single point, thus taking full 
revenge for three previous defeats by the 
Shannonsiders in the National League. This 
was one of the outstanding games of recent 
years, although played in rainy conditions 
at Killarney. In the Leinster Cham pionship, 
Kilkenny easily overcame a disappointing 
Wexford team.

In football, Galway had a one-sided victory 
over Down in the first Semi-Final and Offaly 
defeated surprise M unster champions Cork, 
after a mediocre game. In M unster, Cork 
shocked A ll-Ireland title holders Kerry, when 
they trounced the K ingdom  side at the 
Athletic Grounds.

O ffaly will be seeking their first A ll-Ireland 
title when they face Galway on 19th 
September.

SO C C ER  -  After only two series of 
matches in the League of Ireland Shield, 
four teams remain unbeaten. They are, 
D rum condra, Dundalk, Limerick and Cork 
Celtic.

A feature of matches played so far has been 
the poor form of W aterford who failed to 
score in either of their matches. Shelbourne 
had a good win over old rivals, Shamrock 
Rovers, by three goals to one in their second 
round tie played at Milltown.

In the final of the President’s Cup, Bo­
hemians beat St. Patrick’s Athletic.

A T H L E T IC S  — The Irish representatives 
at the European Championships held in 
Helsinki gave a disappointing performance, 
with the exception of Mrs. Claire Walsh, 
who reached the final of the Ladies 800 
metres, and D anny M cDaid, who finished

eleventh in the M arathon. N either Fanahan, 
McSweeney nor Frank M urphy lived up to 
expectations.

Claire Walsh improved on her previous 
best in the 800 metres semi-final by 1.5 
seconds, and an unfortunate mishap in the 
Final when two runners fell in front of her 
ruled out any possibility of her gaining a 
medal.

G O L F — Despite the wrist injury which 
kept him out of a num ber of m ajor tourna­
ments this year, Christy O ’Connor once again 
gained selection on the Ryder Cup Team  
to play America later this year. O 'C onnor 
is now the only player to gain nine Ryder 
Cup caps. He is also the only Irishm an to be 
selected on the team, although H ugh Boyle 
was unlucky not to be selected.

The Irish am ateur team to compete in the 
International Championships a t Formby, 
Lancashire, in m id-September includes 
Roddy Carr, but Tom  Craddock who had 
been a regular selection for the past sixteen 
years, has been dropped.

C.I.E. IN CREA SES — Dublin city bus and 
rail fares are to go up by 1 penny and in 
some cases by 2 pence, and provincial bus 
and rail fares are to be increased bv 12^  
according to a statement issued by C.I.E.

Despite these increases, it is expected that 
the Com pany will show a loss in the current 
year of about £ 6  million. T he increases in 
the Dublin city services represent a rise of 
14%. The Com pany has stated that the 
m ajor factor in causing the increases is the 
increased wage and salary costs which the 
Com pany has to meet following the twelfth 
round Agreement.

It is expected th a t freight increases of 
18%  which have also been introduced bv 
C.I.E . will be passed on to consumers, and 
thus increase the price of a num ber of com­
modities w hich are affected. C .I.E . state that 
losses on their rail services last year am ounted 
to over £ 4  million.
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N O R i HERN IRELAND —  O n 9th
August last the Storm ont Governm ent, w ith 
the approval of the British Government, 
introduced internm ent w ithout trial in N orth­
ern Ireland and the terrible consequences 
have m ade world headlines since then. M ore 
than 30 people, both soldiers and civilians, 
have died in the violence, and the official 
Opposition, the S.D.L.P., have w ithdraw n 
from Storm ont and are now engaged in a 
policy of passive resistance, including the 
non-paym ent of rents, rates and taxes, with 
the ultim ate object of changing the present 
system of G overnm ent in  the Six Counties. 
The situation is now m ore serious than it 
has ever been in the fifty years of Storm ont 
Rule, and opinion in the Republic is strongly 
critical of the apparen t unconcern of British 
Prem ier H eath , who has refused to recall 
Parliam ent, and spends most of the recess 
period on his yacht “M orning Cloud” .

In  recent weeks most Catholics in the 
Public Service in N orthern Ireland have 
w ithdraw n their services as a protest against 
the one-sided nature of the internm ent 
action, as they claim th a t only non-Unionists 
were arrested, while Protestant extremists 
rem ain free and are openly recruiting and 
arm ing illegally. M r. Wilson, the Labour 
Opposition Leader, has publicly criticised 
the British G overnm ent’s handling of the 
situation and has also criticised M r. H eath ’s 
failure to recall Parliam ent to discuss the 
critical state of the Six Counties. In  the 
meantim e, M r. Lynch has pledged his 
G overnm ent’s support for the passive resis­
tance policy of the N orthern Opposition, and 
the proposed talks between M r. Lynch and 
M r. H eath , due to take place in October, 
have been brought forward. M r. H eath  has 
invited M r. Lynch to go to Chequers for 
talks on Septem ber 6th and 7th.

ERIN FOODS — As a result of heavy 
losses incurred by Erin Foods, the Com pany 
may have to reduce the num ber of its 
employees and generally cut back on running 
costs. In  Limerick, employees a t the M atter- 
son’s factory, which is a  subsidiary of Erin 
Foods, have expressed grave fears for the 
future of the Com pany. However, the m an­
agem ent of M attersons have denied rum ours 
tha t the factory would have to close down.

T V  LICENCES —  R adio Telefls Eireann 
have announced an increase in the cost of 
television licences from £6-00 to £7-50 as

“A n yh o w  if you really wanted to go dow n w ith  the 
w retched th ing you ’d have sat at the other end.”

from 1st September, 1971. In  future it will
not be necessary to take out a  radio licence 
and this concession will m ainly affect owners 
of car radios which had formerly to have 
licences.

BANK FOR CLEANING —  T here is an
old Irish saying which claims tha t “where 
there’s muck, there’s money” and this is 
certainly true of the Bank of Ireland, College 
Green, Dublin. This historic landm ark in the 
centre of Dublin has long been the subject 
of uncom plim entary remarks due to the dirty 
state of its great windowless walls w hich carry 
a thick covering of the grime and dust 
accum ulated over m any years.

The building w hich is more than  200 
years old, needs to be carefully handled, as 
it is expected th a t the facade and ornam ental 
stonework m ay reveal serious defects when 
cleaned. For th a t reason, continental experts 
in the cleaning and restoration of historic 
m onum ents have been employed to carry out 
a  survey on the Bank building. As a result 
of the report of these experts, the work of 
cleaning the building and restoring the ori­
ginal facade will be carried out at the same 
time. I t  is expected th a t the operation will 
take some years to complete, as work can 
only proceed during the spring and summer, 
due to the risk of dam age by frost. We resist 
the tem ptation to com ment on the Bank’s 
attitude to frozen assets.
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A rm s Ship "A n d ” Located
M r. Desmond Branigan, who is well known to Signal readers, was in the news again recently, 
following his announcem ent that he had located the arms ship “A u d ”. M r. Branigan and 
his team of divers recovered some of the rifles, now much corroded, from  the vessel which 
sank in the vicinity of the D aunt Rock off Cobh-

M r. Branigan, who is the founder and a 
director of M arine Research, Dublin, has 
been engaged for some years in investigating 
wrecks of historical interest on the coast of 
Ireland. In  1968, in co-operation w ith a 
group of divers from Britain, M r. Branigan 
recovered m any items of interest from  the 
wreck of the Spanish Arm ada, principally 
the Santa M aria de la Rosa.

M r. Branigan was an active seafarer for 
more than twenty years before coming ashore 
in 1951. H e was subsequently an Officer in 
the M arine Port and General W orkers’ Union 
and m ore recently was appointed Research 
Officer to the Irish Congress of T rade 
Unions. His interest in diving goes back to 
the w ar years, and in 1963 he organised the 
first expedition to the Blasket Sound in con­
nection w ith the Santa M aria  de la Rosa 
investigations.

D ISG U ISE D
The “A ud” was a vessel of 1,400 tons 

which sailed from Lubeck in G erm any on 
the 9th April, 1916, w ith a cargo of 20,000 
rifles, ten machine guns and 1,000,000 rounds 
of am m unition. T he arms and am m unition 
were intended for the use of the insurgents 
in the 1916 Rising. T he “A ud” was disguised 
as a  neutral Norwegian cargo vessel, and 
elaborate precautions were taken to disguise 
the vessel in an attem pt to outw it the British 
naval patrols. T he vessel flew the Norwegian 
flag and had neutral markings on her side, 
and she was also provided w ith a deck cargo 
of Norwegian tim ber and p it props, together 
w ith assorted general cargo in the holds. The 
crew were dressed in Norwegian clothes and 
provided w ith letters and docum entation to 
support their claim to be Norwegian. The 
ship’s papers and manifests showed tha t the 
vessel was bringing a cargo from Norway to 
Cardiff. The M aster, Captain  K arl Spindler 
of the Im perial G erm an Navy, had a letter 
purporting to be from the mythical owners 
in Bergen, apologising for a last m inute

Desm ond Brannigan pictured here w ith  part of an 
anchor w hich he helped to salvage from  the wreck 
of the Spanish A rm ada off the K e rry  coast in 1968.

decision to load at Kristiana, and advising 
th a t the vessel sail on a route north  of 
Scotland and down past the west coast of 
Ireland to avoid the possibility of attack 
from G erm an submarines,

The “A ud” followed the route indicated 
in the letter when she sailed from Lubeck, 
past the Norwegian coast and westward by 
the Faroe Islands and then turned south 
towards the Irish coast. Despite close scrutiny 
by British patrols, the “A ud” eventually 
arrived at Tralee Bay on 21st April.

U nfortunately, due to a  misunderstanding, 
(Continued on page 7)
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GALWAY DEVELO PM ENT
Galway Corporation plans to develop the 

city’s housing, parks and other facilities at 
an estim ated cost of £5,300,000. T he Scheme 
is designed to provide for the city’s expan­
sion. The present population of the city 
is 30,000.

had left, and was to rendezvous with the 
“A ud” in Tralee Bay. Casem ent was sub­
sequently executed at Pentonville Prison, 
London, where his remains lay until Feb­
ruary, 1965, when they were returned to 
Ireland for re-burial-

PO RT TRAFFIC
Cargo handled at the Port of Cork during 

1970 am ounted to 5,993,000 tons, which 
represented an increase of 16-86% on the 
figures for 1969.

Traffic a t W aterford also increased by 
over 11% with a total of 743,603 tons of 
cargo being handled in the Port during 1970, 
as com pared w ith 665,550 tons in 1969.

“AUD” — continued from page 6 
there was no pilot w aiting to meet the vessel 
at T ralee Bay, as the Irish insurgents were 
not expecting the vessel until two days later; 
indeed the pilot who was to bring the “A ud” 
into Fenit actually saw the ship in Tralee 
Bay on the evening of her arrival and did 
not recognise her, and had no reason to 
expect the arms ship so early. H aving waited 
overnight in Tralee Bay, the “A ud” was 
boarded by a search party  on the morning 
of the 22nd, but C aptain Spindler succeeded 
in bluffing the officers. About mid-day, as 
the “A ud” was steam ing slowly across Tralee 
Bay she was spotted by a British sloop, 
the “Bluebell’ and was eventually surround­
ed by a total of 29 patrol ships. Late in the 
evening the “Bluebell” fired a shot across 
her bows and signalled her to proceed to 
Cobh H arbour. O n arrival at Cobh on the 
m orning of the 23rd, Captain Spindler de­
cided that he was trapped, and hoisted the 
G erm an ensign before ordering the crew to 
take to the life boats. He then proceeded to 
blow up the “A ud” before surrendering to 
the British authorities.

ROGER CASEM ENT
T he “A ud” is associated with the capture 

of Roger Casement, who was landed at 
Banna Strand outside Tralee on Good 
Friday, 22nd April, 1916, and was arrested 
almost immediately by British forces. The 
submarine in which Casement travelled sailed 
from G erm any three days after the “Aud”

A  group  of I.S.L. Catering  staff m em bers attending 
the Nautical Cate ring  College, L iverpoo l (le ft to 
r igh t) : U. Maher, J. M oyn ihan, J. M olloy, J. Rourke  

and J. Smith.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
T o John M. English, Jun ior Engineer, 

“ Irish Spruce” . Greetings and best wishes 
for a very happy birthday on August 5th 
from Daddy, M amm y, Regina and Veronica 
and your fiancee, M ary.

To T. Caffrey, Deck D epartm ent, “ Irish 
Elm” . Congratulations and best wishes for 
your 21st birthday on the 9th O ctober from 
all at 27 C hurch Gardens.

To Seamus McLoughlin, Junior Engineer, 
“ Irish Elm” . Wishing you a very happy 
birthday, Seamus on August 10th from your 
wife Nell, the Joyce, M cLoughlin and Forde 
families, and last but not least, George. We 
all hope you have a wonderful time, and love 
from all. Also congratulations and best wishes 
from parents, brothers and sisters.
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U.C.S. LIQ UID ATIO N
The news that Upper Clyde Shipbuilders 

Limited were to go into liquidation came as 
a grave disappointment to Irish Shipping 
Ltd., in view of the uncertainty created by 
this development with regard to the four 
bulk-carriers which the Company has order­
ed from U.C.S. The position now is that we 
are awaiting the outcome of the British 
Government’s decision to establish a new 
Company based on the Govan and Linthouse 
yards, both of which are considered to con­
stitute the viable units of the U.C.S. consor­
tium. It was at the Govan yard that the 
I.S.L. 26,000 tonners were to have been built 
originally and it is hoped that the setting up 
of the new Company will not be long delayed 
and that suitable terms can be arranged to 
have the four ships built at the new Glasgow 
yard.

ROSSLARE/LE HAVRE SERVICE  
IN DO UBT

T he decision of both of Irish Shipping’s 
partners in the N orm andy Ferries consortium 
to w ithdraw  the “Leopard” and “D ragon” 
from the Rosslare/Le H avre route after the 
end of this season has placed the operation 
of the service next season very m uch in 
doubt. This is all the more regrettable as the 
service was a decided success from its in­
ception in 1968. T he Com pany is m aking 
every effort to obtain a suitable replacem ent 
vessel, but the short notice given has m ade 
the task of m aintaining the service extremely 
difficult. If  a  solution to the problem  is not 
found w ithin the next m onth, the m ounting 
of a service for the 1972 season, in the time 
available, will be impracticable.

The “Irish Hazel” under sail.

Greene of your Cork Office was Second 
Mate- I had the more hum ble position of 
E.D.H.

W ith the engines stopped the vessel began 
to roll very heavily and the sail was rigged 
to reduce this. I t  was m ade from an ordinary 
hatch tarpaulin.

O ther crew members that I recall from 
th a t voyage were B. Dorgan, now Chief 
Steward, N. O 'Brien, A.B., and B. Doyle, 
A.B., both from Arklow, R. Hughes, Bosun, 
from D un Laoghaire. No doubt your records 
can confirm these.

I do hope it will prove of interest.
F. F o r d e , 
Master.

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  : We thank Captain Forde, 
now with B. &  I. L ine, for this interesting 
letter and photograph. I f  any of our readers 
have any similar recollections of the Com ­
pany’s early years we shall be pleased to 
hear from  them.

“HAZEL” UNDER SAIL
D ear Sir,

I enclose a photograph w hich m ay be of 
interest to some of your readers. I t  shows the 
s.s. “ Irish Hazel” , w ith engine broken down, 
under emergency foresail, in the Bay of 
Biscay, 26th or 27th December, 1947.

T he vessel was bound from either Bone, 
Algeria, or Sfax, Tunisia, w ith phosphate 
for D ublin under the com m and of Captain 
Clarke. If I rem em ber rightly, Captain R.

ALL-IRELAND H UR LIN G  FINALS 
RESULTS

Senior Hurling Final :
Tipperary 5.17; Kilkenny 5.14.

Minor Hurling Final :
Cork 2.11; Kilkenny 1.11.
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THE LATE CAPTAIN F. W. KIRK

T he sudden death on the 2nd August, of 
Captain F. W. Kirk, came as a great shock, 
not only to his im m ediate family, bu t to his 
m any friends and colleagues in I.S.L. Captain 
K irk died a t his home in Kilmihil, Co. Clare.

The late C aptain  K irk began his sea-going 
career in 1923 as an A pprentice w ith Lim ­
erick Steamship Com pany Lim ited. H e served 
with th a t Com pany until 1929 and sub­
sequently went to Bells Steamship Com pany 
of Hull as a Second Officer. He was also, for 
some time, Chief Officer on the Limerick 
Steamship vessel “K erry H ead” . In  1935 he 
joined the S tandard O il C om pany of V ene­
zuela and served on a num ber of th a t Com ­
pany’s tankers and passenger ships. In  1938 
he was appointed Pilot for S tandard O il and 
served in this capacity until he left the 
Com pany in 1943.

C aptain K irk rem ained ashore for a num ­
ber of years and joined Irish Shipping in 
February, 1954, when he was appointed 
Second Officer of the “Irish O ak” . In  June 
of tha t year he was prom oted Chief Officer 
on the vessel, and his first appointm ent as 
M aster w ith the Com pany was in January, 
1957, when he took over com m and of the 
“ Irish Fir” . O ver the past fourteen years, 
C aptain K irk has held com m and of most 
of the C om pany’s vessels, and his last com­
m and was the “Irish Plane” , of w hich he 
was M aster until 28th M av last.

The late Captain  K irk is survived by his 
wife, five daughters and two sons. Both his 
sons, Denis and F. W. K irk served their

Cadetships w ith the C om pany and the latter 
is a t present Second Officer of the “Irish 
Sycamore” . T he late C aptain  K irk was a 
brother of C aptain  T. J. K irk, Chief Survey­
or w ith the D epartm ent of T ransport and 
Power.

T o Mrs. K irk and fam ily we offer our 
sincere sym pathy on their great loss.

AN APPRECIATION
I t  is difficult to realise that Captain Freddy 

K irk is no longer w ith us. We had the 
pleasure of m eeting him  just a few  short 
weeks prior to his sudden and untim ely  
death. Indeed, on that occasion we discussed 
future plans and he was in excellent spirits 
and seemed to enjoy equally good health. 
But such is the uncertainty of life.

We in Irish Shipping have worked with 
Freddy K irk for the past seventeen years, and 
during that time we came to know him  as a 
man who said w hat he thought —  blunt and 
forthright in m anner and speech, yet kind, 
considerate and exceedingly modest. W hether 
on board ship or in the office, his hearty and  
spontaneous laughter often betrayed his 
presence and testified to his good hum our 
and his enjoym ent of the lighter moments 
in a dem anding career. H is highly expressive 
and even picturesque style of speech was 
liberally coloured w ith the American verna­
cular w ith which he became so familiar 
during his early years sailing in and piloting 
U.S. tankers in Central American waters. H e  
could take and enjoy a joke against himself.

One particular anecdote which he liked 
to recall concerned an unfortunate addiction 
to stealing on the part of the natives in a 
certain tropical port. Prior to arrival, Captain 
Kirk gave strict instructions on the need to 
lock all doors, and batten down all movable 
objects on board. U nfortunately, he om itted  
to take his own advice w ith dire conse­
quences. Apart from  his sleeping attire, all 
his personal belongings were removed from  
his cabin. For the rest o f the voyage he was 
obilged to wear borrowed apparel, which  
was neither in keeping with the dignity of 
his position nor w ith normally acceptable 
standards of sartorial elegance. His predica­
m ent occasioned much good-humoured bad­
inage in which he fully shared.

Captain K irk came from  a fam ily w ith a 
seafaring background and both his father 
and brother were also ship’s masters. This 
tradition is ably m aintained by his two sons.
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Captain K irk had the distinction of starting  
his sea career over forty years ago as a 
cadet under the Irish flag. A t that time, 
the now defunct Limerick Steamship Com ­
pany operated tramp steamers, and it was 
on these vessels that he served his apprentice­
ship. D uring his long and eventfu l career 
he made many friends all over the world. 
A ll will miss him. W e who have sailed with  
him have lost a good shipmate and a valued 
friend, and the Com pany has lost the services 
of a worthy ship’s master. But most of all 
he will be missed by those nearest and dearest 
to him for he was a devoted husband and 
father. M ay he rest in peace-

C.C.R.

PHO TO  IDENTIFIED
In the June issue of “Signal” , we published 

a photograph taken in the U nited States 
during the very early years of the Company. 
Since then we have received a letter from 
Mrs. M. Kelly of Front Glen, Kinsale, Co. 
Cork, who was able to identify the vessel as 
the “ Irish Beech” . Mrs. Kelly’s late husband, 
Florence Kelly, was a crew m em ber on the 
vessel, and is, indeed, pictured in the photo­
graph at the rail of the ship. Mrs. Kelly 
tells us th a t the “ Irish Beech” m ade this 
particular voyage in the w inter of 1941, 
sailing from Ireland on the 14th October, 
and returning again on the 20th December.

The late M r. Kelly served for m any years 
on Irish Shipping vessels. Mrs. Kelly is a 
regular reader of “Signal” , and we thank 
her for taking the trouble to send us the 
information.

LATE MR. MICHAEL M cCARTHY
We regret to report the death in Dublin 

on the 21st August, of Mr. Michael 
McCarthy, Bosun, who had been ill for 
some considerable time.

The late M r. M cCarthy had served on a 
num ber of Irish Shipping vessels and was a 
crew m em ber of the “Irish O ak” from 1963 
until 1966. He subsequently served on the 
“Irish Sycamore” , “ Irish M aple” and “ Irish 
Alder” . His last voyage was on the “ Irish 
Ash” in September, 1970.

The late M r. M cC arthy had been living 
in Dublin for some years, although he was 
a Cork m an, and his remains were brought 
home to his native Bere Island for burial.

His m any friends, both ashore and afloat 
will be sorry to learn of his untim ely death. 
We offer our sincere sym pathy to his wife 
and family.

Pictured at a Reception on board the “ N o rd e rau” to 
celebrate the fortieth year of service as an Officer 
for the Bugsier L ine of Captain  M ind rop  were, from  
left : K. M cCarthy, S. M. C lery, Captain  M indrop, 

C. P. K insella  and M. Fitzsim ons.

SYM PATHY
We extend sym pathy to Miss Dym pna 

Brady whose m other died suddenly on 2nd 
September. We also tender our condolence 
to Mrs. T. E. Flynn whose father died 
recently, and to Mrs. J. B. Guerins on the 
death of her mother.

HIGHER NAUTICAL DIPLOM A
I t  has been announced tha t the College 

Diploma in N autical Science, first introduced 
in August, 1970, should be a H igher National 
D iplom a Course, and tha t Part I will start 
on 7th September, 1971. Entry qualifications 
for serving officers are either an O rdinary 
National D iplom a or a good O rdinary  N a­
tional Certificate in Nautical Science, or a 
General Certificate of Education w ith one 
anproved subject a t A level (two, including 
M athem atics or Physics must have been 
studied to A level), and four approved sub­
jects a t O  level, or a Second M ate’s C erti­
ficate together with proof of ability to follow 
the higher National Diploma Course. Full 
details of the course can be obtained from 
the Head of the D epartm ent of Advanced 
Studies, W arsash, Southam pton.
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FRENCH INTERLUDE By
It was a cold, frosty morning, and the windows of the Invoice Office were misted 
on the outside. The Captain, whose republican blood was thinning a little with 
his advancing years, piled on the coal, and a bright and cosy glow flickered on 
the bare walls and faded ceiling. Alec and Bill, sitting on their high stools at the 
desk which had been made about the time of the Famine, were deep in delivery 
dockets. The Captain’s broad back bent over the Abstracts Summary on his 
table beside the fire. A sweet silence lay over the place, the crackle of a coal, 
the scratching of a nib, were the noisiest things there on the January day.

Down at the end of the store could faintly 
be heard the barely recognisable strains of 
“O ne Fine D ay” , played in a high and un­
certain key. I t  was Checker Cooke’s signature 
tune, and the secret of the whistle m ade 
through his toothless gums was his alone. 
“O ne Fine D ay” seemed to be approaching 
the office and Alec cocked an inquisitive eye 
towards the door w ithout moving his head. 
Puccini’s ageing fan ambled through the 
door behind his whistle, stopped himself and 
the whistle, and “Good morning, m erry 
gentlem en,” he lisped in a “u ” accent, or its 
poor relation. The three pens were laid 
simultaneously on their sides.

“Good morning, M r. Cooke, sir.” The 
C aptain was on his feet, absentmindedly 
standing w ith his broad bottom  keeping the 
heat from the lads at the high desk. His 
walrus moustache twitched humourously. 
“You know, Bob. I was just thinking of you.”

“ Is tha t so, M r. Stone?” O ld Cooke’s 
reedy voice replied. And then, in the falsetto 
O xford again : “To w hat m ay I attribute 
the honour?” T he Captain guffawed, the 
buttons on his shiny waistcoat winking over 
his paunch.

“W hen I see th a t railway cap, Bob, I 
sometimes for a m inute imagine it a B.A. 
one. W hat was tha t story vou were telling us 
the other day about your Cockney pal in the 
French village?”

Cooke’s eves twinkled. “Aha, ould C hap­
m an, was it?  Lor, he was a one. M any’s the 
quare laugh we had in France. D ’ye know, 
M r. Stone, it’s an odd thing, but some fellows 
could live all their life in a country and never 
pick up m ore than two words of the lan­
guage.” H e sat himself on the corner of the 
C aptain’s table.

M UCH CHANGE
“ Meself and this lad C hapm an had been 

sent back from the front line for a  rest. And 
I declare to God you could do w ith a rest 
after a spell of that.” H e gave a high, hen­
like cackle.

“I was always kidding C hapm an about 
not knowing the French talk. And one day 
meself and himself were walking up the m ain 
street of this here village, I canna’ recall the 
nam e now. But didn’t we run into this 
Dublin lad coming up against us. I mind 
his name, too, Paddy M aginn, a hard  ticket 
if iver there was one. Well, the bould 
Patrick had a few French coins in his hand, 
and a very puzzled look under the tin hat. 
He was picking up a coin here and a coin 
there, and talking to himself.

C hapm an comes up, and in his Cockney 
accent say s: ‘W otcher, Paddv, wot you doing 
w ith all th a t French nickel, eh?’ M aginn 
held out his hand, showing the coins. ‘Looka 
this, Bert, can you make it out? I kern outa 
that stam ina there with this lot, supposed to 
be me change.’ He went on to say how m uch 
he had paid for his pint of beer, and the two 
of them  w ent laboriously over the sous, until 
C hapm an said heatedly : ‘You’ve been done, 
cock. You come along and we’ll fix these 
Frenche bees.’ And he m arched, all business­
like up to the pub, and into the bar. I 
followed to see the fun.

“Well, boys, me bould^C^hapman walks 
right up to the m ahogany and a pretty 
French barm aid was there drying a glass. 
Chaom an has a hold of M aginn’s arm, still 
holding; his sous in his fist, and he savs to the 
girl, very official-like : ‘Mademoiselle, parlev 
vous Fronsays?’ T he girl tittered. ‘Wee, wee,

Page Twelve



Monsewer,’ says she. And then, says C hap­
m an, holding out M aginn’s hand  w ith the 
coins, ‘Well, wot about ’is ruddy choinge?’ ” 

T he office echoed with laughter. Cooke 
stood up and slapped the C aptain  on the 
back. “ I declare to ye, th a t’s w hat the eejit 
said, ‘W ot about ’is ruddy choinge?’ ”

“Very good, Bob, very good.” And then 
feeling his responsibility returning for the 
early settlem ent of the M onthly Returns : 
“Well, the work must go on, old man. Tim e 
and tide, y’know.” A nd he eased his fourteen 
stone into the chair and waved his pen. 
Cooke took the hint, casting a long wink 
over a t the C aptain as he padded back to 
his store. T he boys sighed, grinned at Cooke’s 
retreating back, and got back to the dull 
business of railway accountancy.

“O ne Fine Day” again wafted back from 
behind the high-stacked bags in the big store.

lV MOW don't PORCrfT Tb PRESS YOUt? ^ROCK'S BEFOUC 
VoC Cro iwo Fn^HtoN—Conscious Du8lin  I

H O M O  SA PIEN S?
M en are what women marry. T hey have two hands, two feet and sometimes two women, 

but never more than one idea at the time. L ike Turkish cigarettes, they are all made of the 
same material, the only difference being that some are packed better than others.

Generally speaking, they m ay be divided into three classes : husbands, bachelors and w id­
owers. A  bachelor is an eligible mass of obstinacy, entirely surrounded by suspicion. Husbands 
are of three types : prizes, surprises and consolation prizes. M aking a husband out of a man 
is one of the highest forms of plastic art known to civilization■ I t  requires cunning, science,
common sense, faith and mostly charity. I t  is a psychological marvel that a small tender violet
scented thing like a woman should enjoy being kissed by a big awkward rough-skinned tobacco 
and bay rum scented thing like a man.

If you flatter a man, you frighten him  to death; if you don’t, you bore him to death. If  
you permit him to make love to you, he gets tired of you in the end; if you don’t, he gets 
tired of you in the beginning.

I f  you believe in him too m uch, you cease to interest him . I f  you argue with him in every­
thing, you cease to charm him. I f  you believe all he tells you, he thinks you are a fo o l! I f  you 
don’t, he thinks you are a cynic. I f  you join in the gaiety and approve of his drinking, he 
swears you are driving him to the devil; if you don’t approve of his imbibing and argue with 
and urge him to give up his gaiety, he thinks you are snow and ice.

I f  you are the clinging vine type he doubts if you have a brain. I f  you are a modern ad­
vanced, intelligent w om an, he doubts if you have a heart. I f  you are silly, he longs for a
soul-mate. I f  you are a brilliant person, he longs for a play-mate.

I f  you wear gay colours and a startling hat, he hesitates to take you out, but if you wear a
little beret and a tailored suit, he takes you out, but stares all evening at the woman in the
gay colours and the startling hat■

M an is just a worm in the dust : he comes along, wriggles about for a while and finally 
some chicken picks him  up.
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Company's First New Ship

The second “Irish Rose”.

O n the 12th January , 1942, Irish Shipping 
Lim ited chartered the Estonian vessel s.s. 
“M all” and nam ed her “Irish Rose” . She 
was built in 1894 and had a deadweight 
tonnage of 2,875 tons, and her Port of 
Registry was Dublin. She served the Com ­
pany well until the end of the W ar, and on 
the 17th May, 1946, she was re-delivered to 
her owners, the Tallm an Shipping Com pany 
of Talin. In  1952 she was sold to Italian 
owners, and was re-nam ed “Nizeti” . In 1946 
she had been re-nam ed “Flam enco” by her 
Estonian owners.

D uring her service w ith Irish Shipping 
she anchored off Cork on one occasion, and 
as she set out again for her discharge berth 
in the port her propellor almost fell off. In 
fact it lodged and hung precariously on the 
stem  of the vessel. Captain Richard Neill 
and Captain W. Jeffers com m anded the 
“Irish Rose” during the w ar years.

T he second “ Irish Rose” was the first new 
vessel to be built for the Com pany, and she

was launched at the West H artlepool Yard 
of W. G ray & Com pany Lim ited in Feb­
ruary, 1948. The vessel's sponsor was Mrs. 
John Leydon, wife of the C hairm an of Irish 
Shipping. M aster of the vessel on her maiden 
voyage to Goteborg was the late Captain 
Frank Kelly, and her Chief Engineer was 
J. B. Donohoe. O ther Officers serving on the 
maiden voyage of the “ Irish Rose” were : 
P. J. Hennessy, Chief Officer; B. Reilly, 
Second Officer; I. Tyrrell, T hird  Officer; 
R. O ’Neill, Second Engineer; and J. j. 
Walsh, T hird  Engineer. T he ship arrived in 
Dublin on the 2nd August, 1948, with a 
cargo of wood pulp, tim ber and general 
cargo. At a reception on board the vessel, 
guests included the M inister for Industry 
and Commerce, Mr. D. Morrissey, and the 
M inister for External Affairs, M r. S. M ac 
Bride. O ther distinguished guests on that 
occasion were : M r. Liam  Cosgrave, now 
Leader of Fine Gael, and at th a t time 
Parliam entary Secretary to the M inister for
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Industry and Commerce, M r. S. Lemass, 
T.D., and M r. and Mrs. W. T. Cosgrave. 
The “ Irish Rose” , together w ith her sister 
ship the “ Irish Willow” both operated on 
the Baltic trade from 1948 until early 1951. 
At this time, due to the unprofitable nature 
of the Baltic trade, both ships were pu t on 
the N orth A tlantic Liner run for a short 
while, and later in 1951, they were chartered 
to an American Com pany and traded be­
tween the U nited States and Carribbean 
ports. T he “ Irish Rose” spent two years on 
this trade. W hen she began her American 
charter she was under the command of the 
late Captain D. Foley, and her Chief Engin­
eer was the late H. Rosenberg. N. O ’Shiel 
was Chief Officer, I. Tyrrell was Second 
Officer and E. Lyons was T hird  Officer. H er 
Second Engineer was C. Devlin and T hird  
Engineer was B. Strand. H er Chief Steward 
was the late Jerry Moynihan and Second 
Steward was John Dillon. D uring the final 
twelve months of her charter, the “ Irish 
Rose” was under the com mand of Captain 
P. F. O ’Shea.

The second “ Irish Rose” was 2,210 d-w.t. 
and was sold to Finland Steamship Com pany 
Lim ited of Helsinki on the 19th August, 
1954, and was re-nam ed “Leo” .

T he third “ Irish Rose” was built by the 
Ailsa Shipbuilding Com pany of Troon, Scot­
land, and was launched on the 2nd Novem­
ber, 1955, by Mrs. W. H. Beirne, wife of a

The late Captain J. H. Syms, ho isting the T rico lou r 
on board the th ird  “ Irish  Rose” when the vessel 
was taken over from  the builders at Troon. Look ing  
on are, form er Technical M anager of I.S.L., J. P. 
Ham ilton, and the late H. Cuthbert, Superintendent 

Engineer.

Director of Irish Shipping. T he ship was the 
first bulk cargo type vessel built by the Ailsa 
Shipbuilding Com pany, and she was designed 
specially for the carriage of timber, w ith a 
view to possible service on the C anadian 
G reat Lakes. Like her predecessors of the 
same name, she was registered in Dublin, 
and her M aster on the maiden voyage of 
the vessel to Lisbon was the late Captain J.
H. Syms. At Lisbon she loaded pit props for 
Port T albot in South Wales. H er first charter 
was to the French firm, Societe Girondine

The first “Irish Rose”.
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d’Affrettments of Bordeaux, for whom she 
traded between British, C ontinental and West 
African ports.

T he “ Irish Rose” paid her first visit to 
Irish waters in April, 1956, when she arrived 
in Cork w ith m eal from D akar. She also 
called a t W aterford and completed discharge 
of her cargo at Belfast. In  January , 1959, she 
paid her first visit to the port of Galway, 
where she discharged a cargo of phosphate 
from Casablanca. Subsequently she went on 
the N orth  A tlantic L iner Service for a short 
while, and also served on the Canadian 
coastal trade, under the com mand of Captain 
J. S. Kerr.

In  1965 she was chartered to Melville 
T rading Com pany of T rin idad and traded 
between T rin idad  and W ilmington and be­
tween T rin idad and Galveston. D uring tha t 
time the ship’s M aster was Captain J. Flan­
agan and her Chief Engineer was Mr. J.

Reed and apart from Officer personnel, the 
crew were entirely from Trinidad. She com­
pleted her Carribbean charter in October, 
1966. In  1967, while on time charter to 
M atthew  Shipping Com pany, the “ Irish 
Rose” carried supplies to trading posts in the 
Hudson Bay area. Captain M. McM ahon 
was M aster of the vessel a t tha t time. On 
the 15th November, 1968, the “Rose” sailed 
from Dublin w ith relief supplies for Biafra 
on charter to Africa Concern Lim ited, which 
was established to carry out charitable pro­
jects for the relief of hunger and distress. 
The cargo was donated by the people of 
Ireland for the relief of fam ine in Biafra. 
H er M aster was Captain J. Lee.

In  January , 1969, the “Irish Rose” was 
handed over to her new owners, St. Eirene 
M aritim e Com pany Lim ited of Liberia, to 
whom she had been sold, and she was re­
nam ed “St. Sophia” .

The third “Irish Rose” on the occasion of the vessel’s first visit to the port of Cork
in April, 1956.
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The “Irish Spruce” pictured in drydock at Rushbrooke recently.

Page Seventeen



CADET NEWS
Congratulations to Cadets J. A. Flanagan, 

T. Ruane and P. Kelly, who are studying 
at Plym outh and who have been prom oted; 
in the case of Cadet Flanagan to Cadet 
C aptain, and in the case of Cadets R uane 
and Kelly, to Executive Cadets.

We have been asked to express appreciation 
of the kind co-operation of Captain Devaney 
of B & I for m aking arrangem ents to have 
some of our Cadets placed on B & I vessels 
during the summer vacation. Cadets M. 
Cronin and A. Flanagan spent some time on 
the “ Innisfallen” and “T ipperary” respec­
tively. Cadets T. Ruane, P. Kelly and C. 
Spain spent some time on the “Leinster” and 
Cadet T. Ruane also sailed on the “M eath” . 
C adet C. Spain sailed on the “K ildare” .

As part of the Exchange Scheme with 
Ocean Fleets, Cadets J. Whelan and L. 
Gavin m ade a voyage to West Africa and 
return  on the “Fourak Bay” . Cadet S. 
O ’Byrne m ade a similar trip on the 
“Fulam i” .

V ISITO R TO  CORK
We were pleased to welcome to Head 

Office on the 26th July, Mr. Stewart Ander­
son of the Fleet Personnel G roup, Mobil 
M arine Services Lim ited, who was on his 
way to Cork, where he visited the Crawford 
Technical College. M r. Anderson’s company 
are very interested in the facilities available 
at C rawford for m arine training, and hope 
to select two Irish Cadets this year for

training in Cork. The Cadets selected would 
train w ith the Irish Shipping Cadets and if 
the initial experim ent proves successful, it is 
probable th a t M obil will increase the num ber 
of their Cadets at Craw ford in the following 
year.

SINGLE UNSEATER
Com peting in one of the toughest inter­

national canoeing events on 4 th  September 
will be Engineer C adet Karl Vekins, a second 
year student at the Crawford Technical 
Institute, Cork. K arl will be endeavouring 
to rem ain aboard and “always afloat” in his 
slender craft over the testing 17*6 miles 
course in the Liffey descent.

This event will be open to international 
competitors and the start will be around 
m id-day from Straff an, Co. K ildare, w ith 
the finishers expected at Islandbridge about 
5.30 p.m. (on the same day). Also taking part 
in the race will be K arl’s father who is well 
known in sea scouting and is in charge of 
the Dollymount Troop.

We wish both good luck in the race.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
To Anthony O ’Gorman, “ Irish S tardust” . 

Best wishes and birthday greetings from 
M other, Father, sister and brothers for your 
b irthday on 21st September.

*  I TABLESPoon  o il  *  I lb 
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* • I CHOPPED ONION *  I CRUSHED 
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_____________
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Success in Law Exam SO LUTIO NS TO CROSSW ORD
Across Down

1 Leopard. 2 Pulp.
6 Aide (de camp). 3 Roars.
7 N apper (Tandy). 4 Iceberg.
8 Sole. 5 T andy  (era).

11 Adder. 9 Ocean.
15 Car. 10 Lag.
16 Yale. 12 Day.
17 Egg. 13 Elat.
18 Yam. 14 Reme.

John W r ig h t  of ou r C la im s Departm ent, w ho  was 
recently called to the Bar. O u r  congratulations to 
John on his excellent achievement in obtaining 

fourth  place in his Final exam ination.

ON W ELDING COURSE
Mr. P. Shortall, Second Engineer, is at 

present on a two-weeks welding course at 
Verolme Cork Dockyard.

Belated congratulations to Liam  O ’G orm an  of our 
Agency  D iv is ion  w ho became engaged last April. 
Unfortunately, ou r Fleet Street correspondent failed 
to make the necessary report, as a result of w hich 
he has been transferred to our Boho la  office. H o w ­
ever, regardless of the om ission, Liam  has gone 
ahead and made plans fo r his wedding, w hich  will 
take place on 10th September. H is  fiancee is M iss 

A nne  O ’Reilly  of Terenure.

LE M O T JUSTE
Tw o old friends met on the street. “Well, Sam ,” dem anded the first man, “w hat’s new  

with you?” “O h,” came the casual response. “nothing much. We just got back from  a 72 day 
cruise.” “Fabulous!” responded his friend. “Well, we wouldn’t have stayed away so long 
except we bought a 17 room house and w anted it to be completely redecorated and refur­
nished and ready when we got back.” “Fabulous!” repeated his friend. “O f course, it w ouldn’t 
have taken so long to get the house done except this decorator we used insisted every piece 
in the house had to be an authentic original.” “Fabulous!” “Then, did I  tell you, m y daughter 
got married to a millionaire stockbroker and for the wedding we flew  the fam ily to M ajorca 
for a week-end?” “Fabulous!” “H ey, that’s enough about me,” Sam said at last. “W hat’s new  
with you?” “O h,” the other replied, “nothing exciting, really, except that I  just graduated from  
charm school.” “Charm school?” exploded his friend, “what in the world could you get out 
of going to a charm school?” “Well, did you notice that every time you told me something, 
I  said ‘fabulous’?” “Y e s” “Well, before I  w ent to charm school I  would have said ‘B U L L !’.”
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l i fe  in the Mercantile Marine,

1Ho. t. Che iRcw Ibanb 16 3ntro&ucc& to bis Ship  ant> bis Shipper. 
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“SYCAM ORE” IN JAPAN
T his vessel m ade a long voyage in ballast 

from the Persian Gulf to the W estern Aus­
tralian port of Freemantle where she loaded 
a grain cargo for Japan. She arrived at 
Nagoya on 29th July and subsequently called 
at Yokohama and Kobe to complete dis­
charge. At Kobe she loaded general cargo for 
Norfolk, M ontreal, Toronto, D etroit and 
Chicago. It is of interest to note tha t at 
Freemantle the “bundling in bulk” m ethod 
of loading grain was used on this vessel for 
the first time. This procedure involves the 
use of tarpaulin  rather than the conventional 
grain fittings. While the vessel was in Japan, 
Chief Engineer R. Tennent was relieved by 
S. Moynihan. T hird  Engineer J .Waters was 
replaced by L. Robinson and Jun ior E ngin­
eer J. Carr was replaced by F. Mullins, who 
transferred to the “ Irish Sycamore” from 
the “ Irish S tar” . While the vessel was at 
Kobe, Jun ior Engineer G. Davis joined as a 
replacem ent for P. Dowling who was pro­
moted to the rank of Fourth Engineer.

The “ Irish Sycamore” sailed from Kobe 
on 20th August and is expected to transit 
the Panam a Canal about 13th September. 
She is expected to arrive at Norfolk, her first 
discharge port, on 19th September, and 
should finish her discharge in Chicago about 
m id-October.

“POPLAR”
This vessel sailed from Liverpool on 13th 

July and arrived at M ontevideo on 30th 
July with general cargo. She also called at 
Buenos Aires and Santos and sailed from the

latter port on 17 th  August w ith a general 
cargo for Glasgow, Liverpool and Swansea. 
She will be due at Glasgow on 1st September 
and is expected to spend three weeks between 
her discharge and loading at British ports.

The “ Irish Poplar” is on time charter to 
the Argentine State Line.

“IRISH SPRUCE” DIVERTS
At present this vessel is on time charter 

to the Peruvian State Line and arrived at 
Guayaquil on 28th July from Liverpool. 
After calling a t a num ber of South American 
ports, she was delayed at Eten in Peru where 
she loaded sugar for U.S. ports. T he ship 
arrived at Eten on 8th August and completed 
and sailed on 21st August for her U.S. dis­
charge ports. While on her present charter 
the vessel diverted to Puerto Rico to land 
Cadet Eugene Curry, following an accident 
and after hospitalisation in Puerto Rico 
C adet Curry was repatriated and is now 
home. W hen the vessel was five days off 
Puerto Rico the doctor from a Russian 
tanker called the “M arshall Birouzov” came 
aboard to examine M r. C urry and recom­
mended his hospitalisation.

We send our best wishes to C adet Curry 
for a speedy recovery from his injuries.

The “ Irish Spruce” is expected at her 
first American discharge port about the end 
of August.

“IRISH ROW AN”
While this vessel was at Port Elizabeth, one 

of her crew members, Mr. Sean Ryan, Deck 
D epartm ent, died following an accident.
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The late M r. Ryan was very popular and his 
tragic death occasioned great shock on board 
the vessel.

T he “Row an” , which is on charter to 
South African M arine Corporation, sailed 
from Lourenco M arques on 27th July and 
arrived at M auritius on 1st August. She was 
delayed at Port Louis, M auritius, due to a 
shortage of sugar which she loaded for St. 
John, N.B. T he vessel completed loading and 
sailed on 19th August and she is expected to 
call a t Cape Verde about 7th Septem ber for 
bunkers. She is due at her discharge port on 
17th September.

“CEDAR” IN PACIFIC
Captain J. H. Onions took over command 

of the “C edar” at Japan  from Captain T. 
R. Hughes. Chief Officer G. Kyne relieved 
J. Martin. While the vessel was in Japan, 
Jun ior Engineer W. Malone also left the 
vessel.

The “C edar” arrived at M uroran on 20th 
August from Formosa and K orea, where she 
loaded plywood and steel. She completes 
loading at M uroran and Kushiro and is ex- 
nected to sail from the latter port about 
25th August for Newark, M ontreal, D etroit 
and Chicago- The vessel is expected to transit 
the Panam a Canal about 20th September 
nnd should arrive at Newark about 26th 
Sentember. It  is expected tha t the vessel 
will complete discharge in Chicago about 
1st October.

“IRISH STAR”
A reception was held on this vessel recently 

a t V ancouver when the M aster was presented 
with a plaque by the wife of the H arbour 
M aster a t Vancouver. Representatives of the 
S tar Bulk Shipping Co., the ship’s charterers, 
were also present a t the reception and Mr. 
G ronnerud, Vice-President of the Vancouver 
Office, presented Captain Flanagan with the 
“Star Bulk Totem  Pole” . There were sixty 
guests at the reception which was to have 
been held on the occasion of the ship’s first 
call at Vancouver, but circumstances did not 
allow the function to take place on that 
occasion.

T he vessel sailed from K itim at, British 
Colombia, on 24th July and arrived at 
Kawasaki, Japan, on 6th August. She also 
called at the Japanese ports of O naham a,

Osaka, K okura, M uroran, and will complete 
loading steel for R otterdam  and Antwerp at 
Kimitsu. She is expected to sail from M ur­
oran oil the 3rd September and will complete 
a t Kimitsu on 4th September. She should 
transit the Panam a Canal about 25th Sep­
tember, arriving at her discharge port about 
9th October.

Captain J. H. O n ion s took  over com m and of the 
“ Irish C edar” in Japan.

“IRISH STA RD U ST”
The “Stardust” arrived in Cam den, New 

Jersey, on 7th August w ith a cargo of ore 
from Australia. At Cam den the vessel’s crew 
were relieved and only Second Officer B. 
Tallon and Second Engineer M . Kennedy 
rem ained on the vessel. She sailed on 8th 
August in ballast to Victoria, British Colom­
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bia, where she arrived on 24th August to 
load a cargo of paper pulp for Japan. She 
will complete loading on 5th Septem ber and 
is expected at her Japanese discharge port 
about 18th September.

“IRISH PLANE”
The “ Plane” arrived in Dublin on 21st 

August from Casablanca with phosphates 
and she is expected to complete discharge of 
her cargo in Cork about 28th August.

A G erm an vessel, the “H erm ann Wesch” , 
struck the fertilizer jetty when entering the 
port of Dublin and caused damage to the 
conveyor system. Consequently, the “ Irish 
Plane" will discharge her phosphate cargo 
by crane and grab.

' IM a n e *  S a i l i n g

W h ile  the “ Plane” was anchored at Casablanca 
recently some of the sh ip ’s personnel w ent sailing 

in a dinghy.

“IRISH ELM ”
This vessel discharged her cargo of m otor 

cars from Newport, M onmouthshire, at Balti­
more, and then loaded phosphates at Tam pa, 
Florida, for Chinhae, South Korea, where 
she arrived on 20th August and completed 
discharge on 24th August. She then pro­
ceeded in ballast to Japan  where she will 
load m otor cars for a European Continental

port. I t  is expected tha t she will complete 
loading in Japan  about 30th August.

This picture of the “ Irish  E lm ” about to pass the 
“ Irish  A sh ” in the Panama Canal was taken by 

Cadet Eugene Curry.

SAILING MISHAP
U nder the heading “ Four Rescued —  by 

the W ind” , the Irish Independent reports a 
sailing accident involving a sailing dinghy 
owned by Mr. Michael Doyle of W exford, 
a Second Officer w ith the Company.

The craft got into difficulty in choppy seas 
on Sunday, 22nd August, and was rescued 
when the dinghy was blown ashore by a 
fresh north-easterly wind.

The Rosslare H arbour Lifeboat was 
launched after being alerted when the dinghy 
capsized half a mile off-shore. By the time 
the lifeboat reached the scene, the M ermaid 
craft, which had been taking part in a race, 
was blown ashore. The crew were helped to 
safety by local people, and the dinghy was 
dragged ashore.

SEA SCO UT REGATTA
The Annual Sea Scout R egatta was held 

on Saturday, 28th August, at Ringsend. The 
Regatta was opened by C aptain T. M cKenna 
of the Naval Service, and the prizes were 
presented by C aptain M. D. Langran. Irish 
Shipping sponsored the Regatta-

There were seventeen events, which were 
enthusiastically supported by the Sea Scouts, 
and the R egatta was a very successful one.
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A s  a t  3 1 s t  A u g u s t .  1978

Deck and Engineer Officers in Order of Rank

“ IR IS H  SPR U C E ”  : C ap ta in  J . S. K err. Deck Officers : H . B. F idler, F . H ealy, T . A. O ’C onnor. Deck C adets : J . M urphy , H . O ’Brien. Engineer Officers : J . T . M organ, A. Bolger, M . M ulligan, D . G erety . Ju n io r Engineers : J . D evitt, J . M . English, M . K ehoe. E ngineer Cadets :F . Foley, C. C orcoran . E lectrical Engineer : N . J . Brock.Chief Stew ard : H . Bond. Radio Officer : P. Hayes. Deck D epartm en t : B. C arro ll, P. Byrne, C , M aguire, E.M cLoughlin, T . Perle, M . Doyle, j .  Doyle, D. M cD onnell,A. M urray , L . Freeney, A. Doyle. Engine D epartm en t : P. M oore, B. M alone, J . Robinson, K. M cLoughlin. J. K elleher. C atering  D epartm ent : J . Sm ith, J . M . Moiloy, J . Lloyd, D. Coombes, J . E arly , J . M ullins, A. Byrne.
“ IR ISH  PO PLA R ”  : C ap ta in  I. A. Shiel. Deck Officers : M . C arey, J . J . W hyte, J . M . D arcy. Deck C adets : M. Purcell, r .  K enny. E ngineer O fficers: H . M ooney, T . J. W ren, M . Egan, D. W alsh. Ju n io r Engineers : D. G abriel,E . M alone, W. A. R oberts. Engineer C adets : P. M cC arthy, J . O ’Keeffe. E lectrical E ngineer : J . Breen. Chief Stew ard :B. D organ. Deck D epartm en t : J. H eaney, H . H annon. J . Doyle, H. Johnson, J . D onnelly, P. O ’N eill, P. Colgan, J . G allagher, V. G eraghty , P. G ray, T . M urdiff. Engine D epartm ent : J . G race, P. P roctor, A. M yler, C. Coyle, M . Redm ond, L. Phillip. C ate ring  D epartm en t : J. Rourke, S. Paige, W. M uldoon, P. Leonard.
“ IR ISH  C ED A R ”  : C ap ta in  J. O nions. Deck Officers :G . M . Kyne, P. G ordon, L. A. K insella. Deck C adets :C . G raham , W. Coyle. Engineer Officers : J . Johnson, W.D. M cC arthy, D. O ’Connell, T . W alsh, M . K. Byrne.Ju n io r Engineers : N . K earns. P. Caffrey. E lectricalE ngineer : M . O ’C allaghan. Chief Stew ard : T . M ason. R adio Officer : J. A. Forem an. Deck D epartm ent : P.Shelton, J. Ryder, J . C . Beausang, A. Shiels, P. W hite, S. Sm yth, P. M cD onnell, M . M urphy, J . B. Sexton, P. K avanagh, T . K ealy. Engine D epartm ent : J . R ossiter, M. C ogan, B. H anley, J . Gaffney. C atering  D epartm en t : B. W. Rogan, R . O ’Reilly, J . F urlong, J . Owens, M. A. Dooley, T . Byrne, D . Early.
“ IR ISH  PLA N E”  : C ap ta in  J . Poole. Deck Officers : N. H earne, F. H enderson, J . A. M oynihan. Deck C adet : P. C ahalane. Engineer Officers : M . J . Byrne, J . N angle, M. J. M urphy, J . T . Reilly. J[unior Engineers : D. O ’H alloran .F. D illon, A. B arry . E ngineer Cadets : M . O ’G orm an , J. O ’M eara. E lectrical E ngineer : D. N iall. Chief Stew ard : P. Fanning. Radio Officer : P. C larke. Deck D epartm ent :A. C orle tt, J . Byrne, H . J . M cElwain. C . C ham berlain.D. Driscoll, C . Colem an, M . B rennan, M . O ’N eill, J. Roice, M. Kelly, C . Ireland , D. H ill. Engine D epartm ent : M . T hu llier, P. W alsh, P. L eonard , S. K eane. C atering  D epartm en t : E. Byrne, U . M aher, D. G regg, S. M cC arthy. C. G uiden, T . K eegan, C. Scannell.
“ IR IS H  STA R D U ST”  : C ap ta in  J. A. C aird. Deck Officers :C. M ahon, J . T allon, P. F arnan . Deck C adets : M . C ronin, P. M cN ulty. Engineer Officers : H . Dow dall, M . J.K ennedy, C. P. K elly? K . A. Barry. Ju n io r Engineers : W. D alton, E. Kealy. Engineer C adets : C. Powell, M . M cCann,

T . W rafter. E lectrical E ngineer : R. D unne. Chief Stew ard: J. D oran. Radio Officer : C . Allen. G .P .R .s : V. M urphy, N . Reynolds, W. K . W hitty, P. Bollard, J . W hite, S. Ryan. P. H yland, G. M aguire, M . M acken, A. O ’G orm an, P. Lalor, J . B. B rennan, P. B rennan, D. C ahill, D. Farrelly . C atering  D epartm en t : D. M eagher, T . Doyle, E. M ulready,G. O ’Toole. R. W right, J . B rady, J . Roche.
“ IRISH  STA R ”  : C ap ta in  J . F lanagan. Deck Officers : E. G reevy, P. J . T yrrell, E. Cowman. Deck C adets : J. H ickey, j .  C larke. Engineer Officers : M . D illon, M . A. O ’Sullivan, W. P. Quigley, E. Sweeney. Ju n io r Engineers : T . J . K enny, A. Scanlon. E lectrical Engineer : J . M cC or­mick. Chief S tew ard : T . O ’Connell. Radio Officer : J. Butler. G .P .R .s : D. Rogan, S. M cC arthy, M . Walsh. G. Byrne, F. M cC arthy, W. Boon, L. Byrne, P. B rannigan, P. Codd, J . K elleher, P. Cum m ins, M . M urray, W. Grimes. S. C orrigan . C ate ring  D ept. : R. W helan, D. O ’Neill.E. M urphy, L. K iernan , J . H anlon, I. C ulligan.
“ IR ISH  E L M ”  : C ap ta in  M . M cM ahon. Deck Officers : M . Devine, J. Ryder, D. P. H opkins. Deck C adets : M. O ’C allaghan, M . D ’Arcy. Engineer Officers : T . O ’Sullivan.D. M cLoughlin, P. A. Collins, T . J . O ’Keeffe, J. J . Fahey. Ju n io r Engineers : S. M cLoughlin, D. O ’Brien C. H. Feehan. E ngineer C adets : E. Burke, P. M cG lade. E lectrical E ngineer : T . D uggan, Chief S tew ard : J , C lin ton. Radio Officer : P. J . Behan. G .P .R .s  : K . M aner, B. K errigan . K , O ’M alley, M . M oriarty , J . Pidgeon, T . H ughes, II. C orrigan , D. H un t, T . Caffrey, M . Bougioukas, J. Cullen.B. Freney, S. F lem ing, J . F arrelly , T . K elly, M . Bonnie. C atering  D ept. : D. Gibbons, B. K ennedy, T . M ahony, J . C arro ll, R. Raym ond, A. M cCann, W. M cC arthy.
“ IR ISH  SYCAM O RE”  : C aptain  M . O ’Connell. DeckOfficers : P. A. M urphy, F . W. K irk , B. R. C oburn. Deck Cadets : P. R ichardson, J . K enny, D. Cogan. Engineer Officers : J . M oynihan, D. J . W. K no tt, L. Robinson. P. Dowling. Ju n io r Engineers : P. W ogan, W. Davis. 1 .M ullin. E lectrical E ngineer : W. B rett. Chief S tew ard :E. Fricker. Radio Officer : M . M urphy. Deck D epartm ent : M. Scallan. M. Allen, J. Willis, B. Quigley, L. Crowe. A. M cLoughlin, P. C arr, T . H anley , N . Byrne, J . Stack, J . M urphy. Engine D epartm ent : M. M anson, T . Doyle. M. Sheehan. N . Shields. C atering  D ept. : P. Farrelly , J. K ane, D. B urnett, D. M cClean, J . M urphy, P. O ’Reilly. J. Evans.
“ IR IS H  ROW AN ”  : C ap ta in  E. C . G . H orne. Deck Officers : P. D onohue, J . A. Desm ond, E. A. K eane. Deck C adets : D. C orrigan, M . R yan. E ngineer Officers : M . J. C urley, N. O ’Neill, J . D oran, O. P run ty . Jun io r Engineers : T . Rossiter, M . Donovan, J . Dixon. E lectrical Engineer :E. W alsh. Chief S tew ard : F. W alshe. Radio Officer : 1*. O ’Shea. Deck D epartm ent : M . M urphy, P. M cDonnell. M. K avanagh, M . O ’R ourke, J. Griffin, E. Fram pton. J. M urphy. L. Byrne, B. Bridgem an, J . F inn. O. ShirU .F. G alvin, P. Boyle. Engine D epartm ent : T . K insella, J. D ow dall, P. O ’Brien, J . Sprague. C atering  D epartm ent : J . Rourke. J . V. M oynihan, M. C uredale, A. Boyle, J . K eogh. J. Grim ston.
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