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ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Sir,

May I take this belated opportunity to  ex
press my deep gratitude to all sections of 
Irish Shipping fo r th e ir deep sympathy w ith  
myself, my w ife and family on our recent 
tragic bereavement occasioned by the death 
of my dear son Thomas, R.I.P.

No words of mine could adequately ex
press the consolation and com fort brought by 
your kind words and actions. In times of 
great sorrow deep sympathy can go a long 
way to console and bring com fort to  to r 
tured minds and hearts. I, my w ife, and 
family, have nothing but thanks and admira
tion fo r all Branches of Irish Shipping for 
th e ir efforts to lighten our heavy burden. The 
arrangements fo r the arrival of the remains 
and subsequently the Funeral w ith  the beau
tifu l wreaths w ill always be remembered, 
and the courtesy and help of the Executive 
members of Irish Shipping was most helpful 
and consoling. To the Seamens’ Union of 
Ireland fo r their sympathy and kindness we 
also express our deep gratitude. As it would 
be impossible fo r me to thank individually 
all who offered th e ir sympathy, I hope all 
w ill accept my deep thanks. W ou ld  you also 
please convey to  all the ships our deep 
gratitude fo r th e ir messages of sympathy, to 
the Officers and Crews of the Irish Sycamore, 
Irish Maple, Irish Poplar and Irish Fir, for 
Mass Cards received and particularly to the 
Captain, Officers and C rew  of the Irish Fir, 
who were so kind as to present a beautiful 
wreath and to  arrange fo r a Requiem Mass 
here in Youghai. As a token of gratitude the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered 
for th e ir intentions.

Paddy Ring.

World's Largest Tanker
The world’s largest tanker, the 150,000- 

dwt. Tokyo Maru, was launched on September 
27th at the Yokohama yard of Ishikawajima- 
H arim a Heavy Industries Com pany L td. She 
will become the world’s largest vessel, over
taking the present queen, the 132-000-dwt. 
Nissho Maru.

In  recent years the trend towards larger 
and larger vessels, especially tankers, has be
come obvious and Japanese shipyards are 
currently contracted to build more than 20 
tankers, all over 100,000 tons.

Shortly after her completion in December, 
the Tokyo Maru will enter service carrying 
crude oil from  the Persian G ulf to Yokohama, 
m aking nine voyages a year. She is capable of 
carrying 150,000 tons of oil on a single voyage.

New Container Service
Palgrave M urphy L td. commenced a self

refrigerated container service between Dublin 
and Continental ports in October. T he in
troduction of the service represents one of the 
most significant developments w ithin the 
Com pany since Irish Shipping Ltd. acquired 
at 43%  holding last year.

This container run initially will link Dublin 
with the ports of Le H arve and Rotterdam  
and the 130 containers available will have a 
total capacity of at least 500 tons of chilled 
or frozen products.

Speaking a t the inauguration ceremony, 
M r. E. H. Childers, M inister for T ransport 
and Power, said that Palgrave M urphy were 
pioneering a new kind of traffic and had over
come complex interational procedures.

T he equipm ent involved in this new 
venture was developed as a result of detailed 
research by a group of consultants. I t  is the 
first of its kind used anywhere in Europe for 
the m ajor transfer of m eat products by sea. 
H andling of the m eat a t the ship side is com
pletely eliminated, the products being carried 
at controlled tem peratures from  door to door 
over land and water to markets as far away as 
Italy.

The vessel has an overall length of 1,005 
feet, a moulded breadth of 155 feet, a moulded 
depth of 78 feet and a d raft a t full load of 
52 feet. She has a total deck area of 139,933 
square feet (more than two acres). H er 
rudder it 3 6 | feet a t its highest point, 23;} 
feet in breadth and covers 861 square feet. 
D iam eter of the propeller is 2 5 | feet.

A single plane turbine engine producing 
an M .C.R. output of 30,000 h.p. a t 97 r.p.m. 
and a service output of 28,000 h.p. a t 95 
r.p.m. provides her with a service speed of 
16 knots when fully loaded.

Through a wide range of the m ost ad
vanced autom ated systems in both the engine 
and cargo handling sections, her crew 
members have been reduced to 29, and load
ing and unloading tim e has been shortened 
to 24 hours.
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%$From General Manager to Ships' Companies and Office Staff
I am verŷ  happy indeed to have the opportunity once again of sending you ^

Season’s Greetings through the pages of “ Signal ” and to thank you all for your 
valuable team-work during the past twelve months. The healthy co-operation existing 
between our seagoing and shore based personnel is producing very positive results within S
our organisation, enabling the Company to make a significant contribution to the 
growth of the country's economy.

On behalf of the Directors and Management I wish you all a very happy Christmas 
and continued health and happiness for yourselves and your families during 1966.

L. S. FURLONG. &

Mr. Brian Donnelly served as a Preventative Officer at the Cork Customs & Excise 
for the past forty years. To mark his retirement, his colleagues made him a presenta
tion of a T.V. set. He is one of the most well-known personalities at the port of 
Cork and during his long career earned a host of friends, particularly in the Irish 
Shipping fleet. He will always be remembered for his unfailing courtesy and cheerful 
efficiency. Our photograph shows, left to right, Mr. P. J. Daly, Mr. B. J. Donnelly, Mr. 
J. J. Kelly, Collector, Customs & Excise, Mr. C. J. Kilty, C.P.O., Customs & Excise, 

Mr. B. Donnelly, Mr. L. McCarthy, Mr. S. Hayes.
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ssr SPORT ON "IRISH PLANE"
By E. S U L L IV A N , R /O .

Since last hearing from you we have been 
engaged in our usual pastime of crossing and 
re-crossing this vast stretch of water between 
America and Japan.

We left New Orleans on the 5th of August 
and duly arrived a month later after an un
eventful voyage. Shortly after our arrival, 
M r. J. Ennis, our Chief Engineer, left us to 
join the Spruce in Puerto Rico and was re
placed by M r. N. W hitfield. We hope Mr. 
Ennis has settled down as quickly as his relief 
here seems to have done.

Accompanying M r. W hitfield was M r. C. 
Devlin, Superintendent, checking on the 
general condition of the ship while she was 
in dry-dock. However, despite our invitation 
to rem ain with us, he had his feet firmly 
p lanted on terra firma when we eventually 
set sail. Incidentally, we had to leave our 
Fourth  Engineer, Paul W hite, in Japan. He 
had to have his appendix removed rather sud
denly. U nder the circumstances I suppose his 
absence can be excused. All of us here wish 
you a speedy recovery, Paul, and hope you 
are back at sea before very long.

W hile in dry-dock our football team  had 
two games. The first one was rather a dis
appointm ent to say the least. We lost 5-nil. 
However, on our second outing we won, beat
ing the team  from the dry-dock 5-4. This 
game was followed by some liquid refresh
ments organised beforehand by our m anager/ 
trainer, M r. J. Bennett, Chief Steward, and 
our Treasurer, Mr. J. Reddy, 2nd Steward.

W e finally left Japan, penniless as usual, 
and arrived five days later in Palupandan in 
the Philippines. We loaded part cargo here 
and then moved to Iloilo, 20 or 30 miles away, 
to complete loading.

W hile in this port our Senior Apprentice 
(the only one), M r. D. Brunicardi, decided 
to buy an outrigged canoe, but on consultation 
with higher authority deferred the purchase 
and rented one instead.

On the first outing in this strange craft it 
was discovered it required a lot of skill to 
make it go in the desired direction. However, 
nothing daunted, a second and more prolonged 
voyage was planned for the purpose of acquir
ing sand for the Chief Officer.

On this occasion the occupants of the boat 
were M r. Brunicardi, M r. J. G orm an, 2nd 
Officer, and myself. As I had no knowledge 
whatsoever about handling either the rudder 
or the sail, I was soon ordered forward and 
spent the rem ainder of the outward journey 
sitting in about three inches of water in the 
bottom  of the boat.

On arrival a t the beach it was discovered 
that it consisted of coral, so we packed our 
bag and shovel in the boat and had a swim 
instead. After a short while we decided to 
head for home and try  elsewhere on the 
morrow. Then our troubles started. The boat 
would go everywhere but in the direction of 
the ship. A fter about an hour of this, we 
finally accepted a tow from a passing ferry
boat. The only thing wrong with this was we 
were headed in the wrong direction and having 
arrived some time later at a jetty our friend 
dem anded hard cash before towing us back 
to the ship. M y two fellow sailors became 
indignant at the mention of money and flatly 
refused to accept further aid, so off we set 
again, this tim e paddling, the wind having 
disappeared completely. The paddles, I 
think, deserve mention. They consisted of an 
18 inch shovel and a term ite eaten affair 
usually used for steering.

{Continued opposite page)

Noon sights on the “ Irish Plane ” , Captain F. 
K irk w ith , left to right, Mr. K. Geoghegan, 3rd 

O fficer and J. Gorman, 2nd O fficer.
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PLANE—  Continued

“ All hands on deck ! ” “ Batten down the Hatches.” 
Captain Kobylinska-Wallas of the Polish m.v. W ilja , 
looks out from  the bridge of her vessel in berth 
recently at Dublin. H er husband is 3rd O fficer on 

the ship.

New Lighthouse
O n the evening of November the 9th last 

the 3,000,000 candle power K ish Lighthouse 
was switched on by the Chairm an of the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights.

The beam is now guiding ships approach
ing and leaving D ublin Port and the lightship 
which had guarded the bank for many years 
has been withdrawn.

The first time that a light was placed on 
the Kish was in 1811 when the then Port 
Authority purchased a galliot with three masts 
with a light on each mast and had it floated 
on the Kish bank.

The present lighthouse is the first success
ful attem pt to place a lighthouse in this place. 
I t  will usually operate a t 2,000,000 candle 
power, but can be increased to its full capacity 
during a fog.

The head keeper of the lighthouse is M r. 
Jack Roche and his three assistant keepers are 
M r. Edward Cummins, M r. Frank Coughlan 
and M r. Charles Connolly.

By this time tropical darkness had fallen 
and our progress seemed to be in the reverse 
direction, so we decided to go in close to the 
shore and push!

Believe me it’s hard work pushing an out
rigger canoe when you are up to your neck 
in water. I  rem ember on one particular 
occasion peeling myself painfully off a sub
merged m ountain and hearing M r. Brunicardi 
holding forth on the beautiful phosphorescence 
visible from  his seat on the prow of the boat. 
M y comments, needless to say, are unprin t
able, but by all means use your imagination.

A fter about three hours alternating be
tween pusing and paddling, we lost the shovel. 
Secretly I think it was thrown away, but can’t  
say for sure. In  any case having being re
duced to half our engine power we were forced 
to call a t the nearest village for help.

We had barely landed before we were 
surrounded by what appeared to be half the 
population of the Philippines dem anding to 
know what we wanted. O ur plight provoked 
hilarious laughter from  the crowd and no 
doubt our appearance would not have won 
any prize for the best dressed men in Irish 
Shipping, being clad in shorts and “ flip flop ” 
slippers.
in progress and professed teetotalism at an 
offer of some of the local brew, we set to 
bargaining for a tow.

The haggling was going rather poorly for 
us, but as the crowd seemed to be increasing 
by the second I decided it was no time to 
start being thrifty  and agreed to the price 
demanded. So we set off with two hefty 
villagers, a new set of paddles, and a rousing 
cheer from  the rem ainder of our new-found 
friends.

On arrival on board the state of emergency 
earlier declared was cancelled and we partook 
of a very welcome beer. The comments from 
all present were very enlightening. We soon 
discovered we were the only people aboard 
who didn’t  know how to handle an outrigger, 
in fact about the only one who didn’t try  to 
further our education was “ W hack,” the 
M ate’s M ynah bird. I guess he had too much 
bird sense to open his beak.

Page Five



POPLAR NEWS
By R A Y M O N D  CLARKE

On commencing our present charter to 
Iranian  N ational Shipping Lines we loaded 
at Antwerp and headed for Port Everglades 
in Florida. There one lucky crew member 
had the opportunity of going to M iam i which 
is only 18 miles away to see some relations 
of his. He came back with vivid descriptions 
of tha t millionaires’ playground. I had a hard 
time convincing all hands tha t I actually have 
relations there.

In  Houston our Chief Engineer, M r. 
M oynihan, has very good friends in M r. and 
M rs. Hutchinson. One of the m any m em or
able evenings we enjoyed there was when we 
were introduced to Fr. O ’Brien from  Dublin, 
who is out in Texas for the past 12 years. 
H e showed some coloured slides covering his 
last leave in Ireland some two years ago.

F ather O ’Brien did us a wonderful favour 
by coming down on board our vessel to say 
Mass. This was held on the boat deck as the 
weather was extremely hot. Two of M r. 
Hutchinson’s sons served Mass.

Farewell to Houston on June 19th and 
back to New Orleans, sailing from  there on 
June 23rd, but, as you are all aware, we had 
a serious fire on board while crossing the 
G ulf of Mexico. Fortunately we were not 
too far from land and were eventually escorted 
into T am pa by the U .S . Coast G uard. A 
long sojourn there, very nearly seven weeks 
in all, while m ajor repairs were effected 
under the supervision of M r. G. Cronin. While 
at this fisherman’s paradise in the “ Sunshine 
State ” all hands became ardent lovers of that 
sport. Amongst the most notable to obtain 
expensive gear was the Engineering Dept., 
where M ick Gillen and Jack N olan outshone 
all. T he Deck Dept, was ably supported by 
the 2nd Officer, Jack Byrne, and 3rd Officer 
T om  O ’Brien, although T om  usually went 
after shrimp which he could devour in ever- 
increasing quantities. But while all this ex
pensive gear was around, our good friends 
K. M cLoughlin, J. Sloan, M. Shiel and P. 
Fitzsim ons were hauling them  in with the hand 
line. They had special tutoring from John 
Sloan who is a wise m an in the ways of fish.

A t T am pa we had the good fortune of 
having Ollie Plunkett, our 2nd Steward, re
turn  to us after his appendectom y at Houston.

I t  was nice having Ollie back, but when we 
saw on the menu a few days later “ Consomme 
a la Appendix” all hands began to wonder.

Before we left on August 9th some of our 
young Romeos had m ade the acquaintance of 
m any of the fairer sex, since borne out by all 
the mail received with the “ T am pa” postmark.

Two of our crew were hospitalized there 
for brief spells, including the author, with a 
slight ulcer. They say I acquired it worrying 
about how and when I ’m  going to get back 
on the N orth  Atlantic. The other was Kevin 
Edwards, Assistant Steward, who had an 
operation, bu t after ten days or so Kevin was 
back with us.

O ur long stay in the U nited States came to 
an end when we sailed from  Kingsbay in 
Georgia for the N ear and M iddle East. M any 
people I am  sure would be agog, as were many 
of our younger crew members, with mystic 
visions of such countries as Libya, Egypt, 
Arabia, Oman and Persia (now Iran). But we 
here on the Poplar were disillusioned because

(Continued opposite page)

Captain J. Flanagan makes love to a snake on the 
“ IRISH ASH ’’ at Colombo, Ceylon.
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POPLAR — Cotitinued

■* :  were unloading at an anchorage all the 
::me and had no opportunity to get ashore 
in d  view these ancient places and observe 
iheir customs.

One of our anchorage ports was Dam m an 
:n Saudi Arabia where the fishing tackle came 
mto its own. Around or before sun-up the 
-.rg;r fish would swarm around the various 

-nips at anchor to dine leisurely on the millions 
of minnows which hugged close to the hulls. 
These larger ones were caught easily, and our 
Chief Cook, Andy Buckley, would always 
oblige for anyone who fancied one. Andy 
never did any fish ing : as he said “ Sure, why 
should I when they are handed to me on a 
plate” .

And now the true tale of the really “ Big 
One” . Around about 8 or 9 p.m. it was a 
regular occurrence to see two persons taking 
a walk aft. This puzzle was finally solved after 
a few days when Second Engineer M ick G il
len and Junior Engineer Jack N olan, with 
grins from ear to ear, proudly presented a 
nine-foot shark, which believe it or not was 
caught on ships gear, not the most expensive 
T am pa stuff. Yes, they had a self made shark 
hook hanging under a 10 gallon drum  which 
was being used as a float, hanging from a 
rope line over the stern. Someone told Mick 
you could make earrings from  sharks teeth, 
suits from  the skin and walking sticks from 
the back bone. Needless to say all these items 
are at a prem ium . But as the old m an says, 
the finest thrill of all is the “ D ap ” rising to 
the m ayfly on the Corrib.

We parted with two of our crew at D am 
man : Thom as O ’M ahony, our Bosun, and 
Patrick Lyons, the Messman. Both were 
flown home to D ublin and we all sincerely 
hope they have regained their usual good 
health. Again we had the sad news from home 
that Kevin M cLoughlin and H enry Darcy 
suffered the loss of their fathers. We sym
pathise with them and their families in this 
sad bereavement.

On to K horram shahr via Levan Island and 
Bushire. A t K horram shahr all hands were 
looking forward to their first real shore leave, 
but we had to be content with a little sight
seeing. Like the Hawthorn crew in Russia we

had to have shore passes to go ashore. The 
curfew time was m idnight, but very much 
unlike the Hawthorn none of our passes were 
cancelled. This was because there was little 
to do. F or the record, a bottle of beer equiva
lent in size to our own costs in the region of 
4 / -  to 4 /6 ,  so one can see that this port does 
not suit “Jack” .

Bunkered a t Abadan, thence on to K harg 
Island and thence to M ina A1 Ahmadi, Abu 
Dhabi, Suez Canal, Genoa, M arseilles, Ali
cante and New York. Genoa will be our first 
real opportunity to go ashore, the others being 
the usual anchorage ports up here in the 
Arabian Gulf. So Genoa, here we come, 
E .T.A . early December.

W e now take this opportunity to wish our 
many friends both in the Dublin and Cork 
offices and afloat the compliments of the 
season and continuing prosperity in 1966.

Mr. D erm ot Byrne, Chief O fficer, hooked an ele
phant while fishing at Colombo, Ceylon.

We are pleased to hear that G erry Cronin, 
Supt. Engineer, who has been on the sick list 
for some weeks, is getting along nicely. We 
wish him a complete and speedy recovery.

New Position
Captain Ivan Tyrrell, who resigned from 

this Company recently, has joined the staff of 
the Bristol Steam  Navigation Com pany and 
is now acting as their Dock Superintendent at 
Dublin. C aptain T yrrell’s many friends 
throughout the fleet will join us in wishing 
him every success.
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FROM THE BRIDGE J V & b o d y  t v  i n s
By J. A N O N .

I t ’s great to be off the Atlantic, and back on 
the Coastal Run,

No more we spend twelve days at sea, but 
three or two or one.

Load coal for here, load coal for there; i t’s 
really not offensive,

But keeping the tipm en and lockmen happy 
can work out quite expensive.

W e’ve Hospitals’ Requests on W ednesday, Top 
Ten on M onday night.

We can telephone home quite often— why!
T here’s hardly need to write.

Indeed, you know, as jobs go it couldn’t be 
much neater,

But there’s one black spot, there’s one com
plaint, we don’t have a gyrorepeater.

Who wants to go to Houston, to Calcutta or 
to Kobe?

I t ’s not for me, I want to be where a laundry 
can do all my dhobi;

And loading coal, though it sounds quite foul 
is not so very dusty.

T he only problem is, you know, my sextant’s 
getting rusty.

N o ! I don’t  want to go deepsea, I like it here 
where I am,

I like the Missions in Swansea, in M anchester 
and Rotterdam.

Here I ’ll stay v/here the sea is grey, not blue 
or calm or sunny,

But what keeps me sad and drives me m ad is 
trying to keep track of the money.

Sand-bars, narrow channels, ’closed waters;
we can manage the whole bloomin’ lot. 

W hy! W ithout any fright, up beyond the Rock 
L ight we’ve picked up the M ersey Pilot. 

You’ve got to be cool and not be a fool, to 
last on the coast you can see,

But I will concur, it’s rather poor for picking 
up Sundays-at-Sea.

I could happily stay here forever, and get to 
know all this long coast,

T o know every light by day or by night, then 
it would be my proud boast 

T h at I ’d know how to go in rain or in snow 
and fear neither fog nor hail.

But would I be eternally on lowly “ E ” class 
payscale.

The following is an editorial from  the 
American magazine the Maritime Reporter-.

“ A dozen years ago the wildcat strike was 
an accepted way of life on the New York 
waterfront. If  a worker had a grievance and 
enough buddies, he urged them  to go out 
with him  on a ‘ quickie ’ strike. Sometimes 
the grievances were justified; other times they 
were not.

“ In  1953 there were 53 wildcat strikes in 
the Port of New York. M any of them  lasted 
for days. In  1963 there were only five 
‘ quickie ’ strikes and almost all had ended in 
a few hours. The reason: effective grievance 
procedure plus the collective determ ination by 
the ship companies not to yield to the pressure 
of wildcat walkouts.

“ As a result, New York’s longshoremen 
have gradually been educated to the fact that 
they need not lose pay for themselves and their 
sympathetic colleagues by a wildcat strike. 
In  the first place, they are beginning to realise 
they cannot win their grievances by this pro
cedure; on the other hand, they do enjoy 
prom pt justice by appealing to their grievance 
committee. W here grievances cannot be 
settled by this Com mittee, they are subm itted 
to compulsory arbitration.

“ Isn’t this a better way of settling dis
putes? Couldn’t it also be applied to the col
lective bargaining table for new contracts? We 
have had two serious m aritim e strikes this 
year. Who won them ? N obody.”

We see a lot of locks it’s true, sure they’re like 
bus-stops to a bus.

And no trouble they cause— in fact the pause 
makes docking much less monotonous.

Now you m ight feel from this long spiel that 
life could’t be much easier,

W ell it could you know, much heartbreak 
would go if we had a V .H .F. transceiver.

No I don’t want to go deep-sea on the luxury 
Cedar or Plane,

I don’t  want to be far from  a home-like bar, 
and I ’ll say so again and again.

I want to stay where the sea is grey— as runs 
go it’s next to heaven.

And instead of at sea, tha t’s where I ’d like to 
be when the wind reaches near-gale seven.
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H r. G. O ’ Brien, Chief Engineer, Irish Rowan, photo
graphed w ith  his w ife at G ibraltar.

From Irish Rowan
Sir, —  We thank you indeed for the 

October issue of Signal which we found very 
interesting, but very depressing and sad. I 
am  referring to the photographs of the funeral 
of the victims of the Sycamore tragedy, they 
m ust have given a lot of people considerable 
food for thought, and we as a ship’s company 
fervently pray that never again will such an 
occasion arise to w arrant such sad pictures.

M ay I question “ T he Fleet at W ork,” 
namely Cedar up the G reat Lakes. Surely 
Sycamore m ust have been the first of the 
15,000-tonners to attain  tha t doubtful honour. 
I  recall tha t she found her way up to D uluth 
and was wandering round the Lakes during 
the months of Septem ber and October, 1964. 
T he M aster, I believe, was very bitter about 
it, and I understand he was overheard to say 
tha t he would second any motion to give the 
Lakes back to the Indians.

R. M . W O O L F E N D E N , M aster.

C rew  members of the “ Irish Rowan ” disembark 
from  the aircraft at G ibraltar, where they joined 

the ship.

New Ferry Vessel
Greenore Ferry  Services L td. recently took 

delivery of a new 1,200-ton deadweight ship, 
the motor vessel Owenro. The ship will 
operate between Greenore and Preston.

T he Owenro can load 50 containers. She 
is a t present under the command of Captain 
John M cCann of Donegal, has a crew of eleven 
and operates a t a speed of 12 knots.
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JUKES ON SPRUCE

Mr. T. Forde, Chief Steward, enjoying the sun
shine on the “ Irish Spruce

All the nice things said about us in the last 
issue left certain members of the crew with a 
severe case of blushing. They looked so cute 
that I  m ust repeat it, the Spruce is as spruce, 
if not sprucier than ever. Again referring to 
the last “ Signal ” the general opinion on 
board is that we are on a more popular run 
than tha t of our sister ship.

By the time this goes to press we will 
have completed our voyage on the Spanish 
M ain (Spain through the Azores to the Carrib- 
bean coast of South America). I t  m ay come 
as a surprise to m any people, though not sea
farers, tha t piracy is still practised in these 
waters. T rue, the day of the cutlass and the 
Jolly Roger are gone, as are the men of the 
calibre of Sir H enry M organ and company. 
T heir mediocre successors are shore-based, and 
have developed a more refined m ethod of 
looting. The main target is still gold, but 
now of a liquid variety, though here they

O u r photograph shows M r. and Mrs. P. Barret, 
married in August last. Mr. Barret is serving on 

the “ Irish Spruce”

show poor taste, preferring dross to the refined 
Irish species.

D uring this voyage we have contributed 
to the spread of W estern “ civilisation.” 
Amongst the cargo discharged were a num ber 
of juke boxes. By now, no doubt, they are in 
action blaring out messages of the Beatles, the 
Animals and other such gangs. W ould any
body consider nominating us for the M .B.E.? 
The Nobel Peace Prize is out, we have prob
ably furthered the cause of revolution.

One crew member is still shaken from the 
effects of a recent dream , or from what he 
consumed to induce the hallucination. In  it, 
not only were we ordered home for Christmas, 
but a substantial bonus, in liquid form, was 
to be paid to all hands. P ity  it’s not true, 
especially the liquid end. O ur next voyage is 
fixed from Lake Charles, U .S. G ulf Coast, to 
D akar. I t  looks like a warm Christmas in 
W est Africa. Such being the case, all hands 
take this opportunity of sending Christmas 
greetings to their relatives and friends a t home 
and with the fleet.

Mr. D. Rocca, Radio O fficer, Irish Spruce.
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I I  e s  t tva  i'd  # # O  I By M. McGellan
I t is not every office wallah who has had a 

free trip  on one of the ships. One hears wails 
and lamentations tha t we have no fringe 
benefits, no reciprocal rights, no opportunity 
of a free passage to the Continent, or even 
England, leave out U .S.A . and Canada. But 
once it happened. N ot a business venture, 
nor a stores or income tax voyage where, at 
any rate, a m odicum  of work had to be done 
to earn one’s keep, but a free, absolutely free, 
gratis, and for nothing trip , in the full glory 
of idleness and rubber-necking tourism. Yes, 
once it happened, unknown to the Brass— and 
it happened to me. Thusly:

T he Irish Cedar arrived one glorious June 
morning, a Sunday, from  the U .S ., w ith a full 
complement of twelve passengers. M ostly 
Americans, in the national uniform  of alpaca, 
stetson and camera. The vessel docked at 
No. 3 Oil W harf, awaiting a berth at the grain 
silo. Sunday morning, 7.0 a.m. high summer, 
balmy breezes, blazing sun, blue sky, calm sea 
— the lot. A heaven-sent day for a free cruise. 
I boarded, met the passengers, asked if they 
had any complaints (they were seldom without 
them), saw them  through customs and immi
gration, chatted gaily with them, ran over 
things with the M aster and Chief Steward, 
and an hour or so later toddled up on deck 
to debark.

But what was this? Lines cast off, the 
vessel leaving the wharf, drifting with m uted 
engines out from the oil berth. By N eptune 
and T riton , we were putting to sea again! 
M y heart beat wildly, an exultation seized my 
soul. How it happened I knew not, I  cared 
not, but it had happened. Indubitably we 
were moving, picking up speed. I stood on 
the boat deck with a few passengers, ex
hilarated with the thrill of my first passage 
on a moving I.S . vessel. I could feel the low 
throb of power, the infinitesimal vibration of 
the steel deck. N o, absolutely no doubt—  
there— the oil jetty was 100 yards away now.

So we were cruising. Adm ittedly by a 
rather narrow interpretation of the term , and 
consequently there were m inor disappoint
ments. Some of the trim m ings were missing. 
No flying-fish glided across our bows, nor 
friendly dolphin cavorted alongside. N either 
albatross nor M other Carey’s chickens bore

Captain R. Greene, our Dock Superintendent at 
Cork.

us company and the blue whale, alas, never 
appeared. But Peter Lennon’s rowing boat 
now showed up on the horizon, which was 
some sort of compensation, and slowly the 
great vessel nosed to the wharf, a few idle 
natives lounged along the quay wall, and all 
too soon we were sung and fast to old E rin’s 
shore again.

But as I sadly debarked on Alexander 
W harf, with fond memories of No. 3 Oil 
Jetty  now fading into the kaleidoscope of 
memory, I  nursed by guilty secret, and swore 
never to reveal it to a living soul. Yet as the 
spirit calls for confession, so m y guilt-complex 
demands a clean breasting, and now it’s done, 
and like the ancient mariner, I  am  free of my 
burden for ever.
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NEW DECK OFFICER APPRENTICES

Mr. N . D. McCarthy, Cork

Mr. D. O ’Brien, Dalkey

Mr. E. Connellan, Limerick Mr. J. J. Cody, Cobh
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Officers on Leave Dinner Dance
M a s t e r s : Captains A. R . Evans, T . R. 

Hughes, J . S. Kerr, T . Glanville, S. Gleeson 
sick leave).

C h ie f  O f f i c e r s : Messrs. K. F. Dooley, 
J. J. M artin , M . O ’Connell, M. Kelly, F. M. 
Leigh, R. Needham , D. M arner, C. Ball.

S e c o n d  O f f i c e r s : Messrs. P. V.
Buckley, B. Kehoe, K. M cKenzie, P. 
Donohoe, K. Laniyan, C. N. M cCarthy, F. G. 
Raftery.

C h i e f  S t e w a r d s : Messrs. J. D illon, R. 
Heapes, J. M urphy, B. Dorgan (sick leave), 
J. M oynihan (sick leave), N. Curran.

T h ir d  O f f i c e r s : Messrs. M . Coleman, 
M. Doyle, R. Gordon, P. Kehoe, J. P. 
O ’Leary, E. Doyle, N. Foley, P. Keane, G. 
Kyne.

P e t t y  O f f i c e r : M r. J. K. M aher 
(bo’sun).

A p p r e n t i c e s : M . J. Brophy, D. E.
Collins, A. M inihan, C. O ’Connell, A. 
M oynihan, D. Kavanagh.

C h ie f  E n g i n e e r s : Messrs. G. Cunning
ham, P. W alker, P. Otter.

E l e c t r i c ia n s : Messrs. J. D unn, M . J. 
O ’Callaghan.

2 n d  E n g i n e e r s : Messrs. M. Curley, J. 
Lyons, M . O ’Connell, J. Scott, J. K ing, T . 
O ’Driscoll, A. J. O ’M ahoney, J. Young.

3 rd  E n g i n e e r s : Messrs. W. M aher, D. 
O ’Connell, T . Flynn, T . M urphy.

4 t h  E n g i n e e r s : Messrs. G. Dorgan, D. 
P . Hoey.

J u n io r  E n g i n e e r s : D. H arrington, J. 
M cArdle, J . E . M aher, S. Kenny, W. 
M cCarthy, T . O ’Sullivan, M. Punch, K. 
Edwards. * ❖ *

R e s ig n e d  : M r. K. R o c h e ,  Chief
Engineer.

CORK
M r. L iam  St. John Devlin, one of our 

directors, has been elected Chairm an of Cork 
H arbour Commissioners.

Ship Strikes Bridge
T he Palgrave M urphy vessel City of Cork 

struck the parapet of C lontarf Bridge in Cork 
last m onth, fracturing the main supporting 
girder and damaging the road surface. The 
bridge had to be closed to road traffic.

The annual Christmas Dinner-Dance for 
the staff, shore and seagoing, will be held this 
year in Jury's Hotel. The date is Thursday, 
December 16th. Those who wish to obtain 
invitations should contact the Hon. Secretary 
of the Social Committee, Mr. Maurice de 
Mangeat, Operations Department, Head 
Office.

Mr. J. A . C otter, W ate rfo rd , N ew  Deck Officer 
Apprentice

M r. J. Ryder, A rk low , N ew  Deck Officer Apprentice
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ADVENTURES OF 
^  AN ENGINEER m

W hen the M.V. Irish Oak arrived Port 
Alfred in the early morning of the 15th 
Septem ber, Captain Shiel informed me 
that he had a message for me to pack my 
gear and get down to New York as quickly 
as possible to exchange positions with the 
Chief Engineer of the Irish Maple and that 
she was leaving New York tha t night.

N o reasons were given for this exchange, 
but speed was essential and I had to be at 
the airport a t 10.00 a.m. I packed and C ap
tain Shiel and myself were up to the Agent’s 
office by 9.00 a.m. T he Agent, who was very 
helpful, had my ticket booked through to 
New York through M ontreal and said I would 
be m et a t M ontreal. They gave me a letter 
of introduction explaining the reasons for my 
travelling, for the U .S. Im m igration A uthori
ties— more or less an explanation as to why I 
had no Passport Visa for entry into the 
States.

D E PA R T U R E
The plane took off and I arrived in M on

treal about 12.30 noon. I hung around a little 
bu t no one seemed interested in me so I got 
on with the job of getting my effects through 
the U .S . Customs. There were the usual 
questions to answer about the reasons for 
wanting to go into the States, and I told 
them and I m ust say it sounded a bit of 
a thin  yarn even to my ears, bu t it d idn’t 
have much to do with the Customs and I 
left them  and had some lunch. T hen I went 
for my next hurdle to the U .S. Im m igration 
Departm ent. I  presented my Passport, Sea
m an’s Discharge Book, British Seaman’s 
Identity  Book, Letter of Introduction and 
filled in a form  of essential particulars and 
then told them  my story, and I m ust say that 
under the cold and suspicious eye of the 
Im m igration Officer I  hardly believed it my
self. I  couldn’t tell him  what dock the ship 
was in and what she was carrying and why 
she was in New York when the ship I had 
left was in the St. Lawrence. However, he 
kept my Passport and Letter of Introduction 
and told me I  would get them  in New York

and I was allowed on the plane and off to 
New York, arriving there about 4.15 p.m.

U N D E SIR A B L E  A L IE N
I now went off to Air Canada office to 

claim m y Passport and clearance but now 
found I had become a transit without a visa, 
which is evidently something very low, just 
above a stateless person and I wasn’t getting 
that passport until I  had been sponsored by 
some responsible person. I was hoping that 
someone would come and recognise me and 
claim me but again no one was interested, so 
the only thing was to get on the phone to the 
Agents. U nfortunately, I  had been wrongly 
given as our agents in New York the Oceanic 
Steamship Co. and I gave their address to 
A ir Canada and off they went telephoning 
while I snatched a meal. I t  was nearly an hour 
later tha t they told me our Agents were 
Hansen and T idem an and tha t someone was 
wanting to speak to me.

C O M E H O M E  
I now found out that I should have been 

stopped in M ontreal and tha t all arrangements 
had been altered and tha t I  had better make 
all speed back to Port Alfred. H e suggested 
that I mention their name and the Air Canada 
would give me a ticket back, and he couldn’t 
have been more wrong about that. I  now took 
the opportunity of finding out what all the 
fuss was about, and he told me about the 
Chief Engineer’s wife having an accident but 
things had turned out not so bad and they 
had decided not to carry on with the ex
change, thinking I would not have left Port 
Alfred, or if I  had I would be stopped at 
M ontreal.

In  the meantime, I  had had a search and 
found that I  had just sufficient money of 
various denominations to pay m y own fare 
and that there was a plane in about an hour 
back to M ontreal by another Company, to 
which I could get transferred. I got over to

(Continued opposite page)
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the money exchange and with Irish, English, 
Canadian and some American notes was able 
to pay my fare and had 17 cents left over, 
but this caused me no worries a t the time as 
it was now a straight-forward business and 
in any case Hansens had told me they would 
meet me a t M ontreal; also, I had found out 
there was a plane to Port Alfred about half 
an hour after my arrival in M ontreal. So I 
was now handed over to a hostess who took 
me to Eastern Air Term inal and handed me 
over to another hostess. These young ladies 
were hanging on to m y passport and ticket and 
not parting with either. (I found out sub
sequently that had I got away the A ir Com
pany would have had to pay at least $500 
fine).

N o sooner had I got to this term inal when 
the weather deteriorated and the place v irtu
ally closed down for fog and poor visibility. 
M y plane time went and I soon knew my 
chances of getting to Port Alfred tha t night 
were very rem ote, and also I was beginning 
to realise tha t I was only worth 17 cents, 
which was the price of one telephone call or 
one cup of coffee. So I sat in the hall of this 
immense term inal sweating it out and visited 
by my watcher who told me what the weather 
was doing every now and again. Around 9 
o’clock she came and told me tha t there was 
a meal for me and I told her it had better 
be free as amongst other things I was stopped 
transit without a visa. I t  was free and 
very enjoyable. About 9.30 I was hustled 
into a plane, given m y passport and ticket 
and we were off to M ontreal, arriving there 
about 11.00 p.m. Before I left New York I 
had enquired about the next plane to Port 
Alfred and to my horror was told there would 
not be one until Friday the 17th; it now was 
the night of the 15th.

W hen I got to M ontreal I was m et by a 
representative of the agents but, unfortunately, 
nice chap tha t he was, he had neither authority 
nor money, being just a taxi driver. W hen I 
suggested we drive down to Port Alfred in his 
car he told me tha t it would not be a practical 
proposition to do this, roads being bad and 
under water, etc. H e had found out that 
there would be a flight the next m orning at 
8.00 a.m. which would get me to Port Alfred 
as quickly as we could do if we went by car

and in any case I had been booked into the 
H ilton Hotel for the night, everything laid 
on, so what could I do but agree. So off we 
went to the H ilton Hotel.

But nobody had ever heard about me nor 
booked a room and in any case it was full. 
F rom  the H ilton we went to a num ber and 
variety of hotels, meeting the same answer, 
and it struck me tha t if we did find a 
place w ith a room we then had to sell them  
the idea tha t we had no money and tha t the 
agents would meet my bills, and from  then on 
I realised we d idn’t  have a chance. The taxi 
driver did offer to take me to his home to 
sleep on his chesterfield, but I said I would 
go back to the airfield and have a sleep on a 
chair. However, we thought we would try 
the Sailors’ Home and we went down and 
knocked them up at 1.00 a.m. and I was able 
to get a room and, what was more to the point, 
the next m orning I was able to borrow three 
dollars from  the steward, which I signed for 
on a bill for the agents, so I could get my 
breakfast and a morning paper. Another 
driver came for me a t 6.30 and we went to 
the airport for the 8.00 plane. The driver 
saw me into the ticket office and that was his 
part done.

Now it was all straightforward sailing, but 
m y luggage got on the scales and the ticketer 
now discovered I had excess baggage and re
quired $2.50 and he wanted that sum before 
I got on board. This was the last straw. I 
told him  the baggage had been backwards and 
forwards, tha t he was the first one to baulk at 
the weight; tha t for one thing I had no in
tention of paying, for another I had no money 
left. He suggested I give him  a cheque, and 
I told him  I would give him  one for 1 5 /-  on 
Barclays in W est H artlepool, otherwise 
nothing; tha t a ship was waiting for me and 
was costing 2,000 dollars per day in waiting 
and I would hold him  responsible for any 
further delay, and so forth, etc., etc. At that 
he scratched out all the weight figures and 
said it was on the house and off I went. The 
agent was waiting for me in Port Alfred and 
ran me down to the ship. I  got on board at 
10.15, re-signed on and we sailed a t 10.45 
a.m. I t  was all very interesting.
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From SHORE ---------- to SHIP
Birthday Greetings ...

Birthday greetings on the 11th December 
to our son, Noel Edwards (Jun. Engineer), on 
the Irish Larch.— From  M am , D ad, George, 
Rita, M ary, Jerry  and all your nieces and 
nephews.

To Brian O ’Flynn, Irish W illow: Love 
and best wishes on your 21st birthday, 5th 
December. God bless you always. —  Dad, 
M um  and all the family.

Fondest birthday wishes to Gerald 
M cCann on his birthday, Decem ber 15th.— 
From  D ad, M am  and family.

To Edward Fowler, Irish Larch: B irth
day greetings and best wishes for your 17th 
birthday on the 26th October. Hope you are 
well and enjoyed your birthday. All our best 
regards. —  From  your M other, A rthur and 
little Robin a t 98. All the best, also, from 
K athy and Anthony Fowler, 4 Glen Terrace, 
W aterford.

M ichael Duggan, Eng. Cadet, Irish 
Cedar: Love and best wishes on your birthday 
(3rd November).— From  D ad, M arie, Jerry, 
Hughie, D avid, Sheila and Eddie K ing, and 
all a t No. 6 Boyces St., and next door.

Birthday greetings (12th November) for 
Sean M aguire, Deck Boy on the Irish Haw
thorn.— From  M am , D ad, M argaret, Seamus 
and Sandra, with love.

Noel O ’Sullivan, A .B .: Loving wishes for 
a happy birthday on December 19th.— From  
your loving wife, M artina, and all a t home.

Loving wishes for a happy birthday on 
Decem ber 14th to Jim  Willis, Irish Willow. 
— From  M am  and Dad.

John Buggy, Irish Oak: Wishing you a 
very happy 20th birthday on Decem ber 22nd. 
G od keep you safe always.— Mammy, Daddy, 
sisters and four brothers.

M ichael Cronin, Irish M aple: Love and 
best wishes for your 20th bidthday on the 
24th November. —  From  M am , D ad, Peter, 
Jean, Claire and Brenda.

John H all, Irish Willow: H appy birthday 
on the 15th January, 1966.— W ith love from

M ay, daughters Annette, Sally, and son 
Peter.

Noel M cGuinness, Irish Rowan: To wish 
you a happy birthday.— From  James, Tubby, 
Dick, Paul, Argo, L iam  and Fitzer.

James Rickard, Irish Willow: Wishing 
you a happy birthday on the 15th December. 
— Mam.

Edward Fowler, Irish Larch: Wishing
you a very happy 17th birthday. Hope you 
had a nice time. —  From  Aunt K athy and 
Cousin Anthony, your brother A rthur, and 
little Robin sends all his love. We are look
ing forward to seeing you, P.G . Lots of love 
from  all a t home, especially your mother, also 
M aura and the Kinsella boys. G od bless.

Kevin Edwards, Irish Poplar: Wishing 
you a very happy 20th birthday on the 17th 
January, 1966. H oping you will be home 
soon.— From  M amm ie, D ad, David, James 
and Dermot.

Christmas Greetings . . .
“IRISH FIR”

Joe B arry, S tew ard— This message comes from  your sister, 
K athleen, also M ay, Paddy and fam ily  a t  3 1 , M arie  and V al. 
To wish you and all o th e r m embers o f the  crew  a very happy 
Christm as and the best o f luck fo r  1 9 6 6 . Hope to  see you 
very  soon.

John J. H earne , Bosun— A  very Happy Christm as from  your 
w ife  and fam ily ; also grandchildren, M ona, Dym phna, G abrie lle , 
Sean and A drian .

Thomas Chaney, C atering— Seasons greetings and best wishes 
fo r a happy Christm as from  M am m y, Daddy, B illy , brothers  
and sisters.

Pat Kearney, 3rd  O ffic e r— W ishing  you a very Happy  
Christm as. From your niece and nephews, b ro ther, sister, 
m other, fa tn ^ r and s is ters-in -law . Hoping to  see you soon.

James M urphy, E .D .H .— Christm as greetings and best wishes 
from  M am , Dad, sisters, Anne, M ary, Sadie, Breda, Theresa, 
M argare t, and brothers, George, Tony, J., Joe, G regory, 
also s is te r-in -la w , M ary, and l it t le  nephew, David.

C aptain  and M rs . John Poo!e and M ik ie  w ish a very  

Happy Christm as t© alS aboard the “ Irish  A ld e r”  and 
to  a ll th e ir  friends a flo a t and ashore. 

____________________________________________ ____________ _

“ IRISH C E D A R ”
V in cen t M urphy, “ Irish  C edar” — Best wishes fo r  a very  

Happy Christm as Day, V ince; we w ill  be th ink ing  o f you 
tha t day and every day from  M am , Dad, Anne, Sean, Carm el 
and your favourite  sister Dolores, and the  Boylans, Ryans 
and Kavanaghs.
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j A l d e r  N e t v s
B. F IT Z S IM O N S , Radio Officer

The Whitfield Bearing
(From  the Phantom  Poet)

Since last July the Alder has been voyaging 
backward and forth across the N orth  Atlantic. 
D uring this tim e her holds have bulged with 
the goodness of Guinness, the power of Power, 
sweetened by tons of sugar, crates of fruit—  
cake, chocolates, cheeses, biscuits; filled with 
the down to earth usefulness of peat-moss, 
bagged seaweed meal, carpets, tweeds, ropes, 
jaunting cars, ballbearings and sacks of 
Christmas parcel mail— the uplift of crane- 
tower sections from  K illarney; the music of 
piano— wire and tiering pins from  Dublin, 
and two sturdy Connemara ponies.

In New York H arbour, across from the 
concrete cliffs of the Battery, is Pier 7, and 
the bunkering station of M onteros up the hill 
of Atlantic Avenue, now tha t the M erchant 
Navy Club, in the Hotel G reat N orthern, has 
closed. On down the east coast to Norfolk 
V a.; it’s the Cup and Saucer for loading 
orders. There we load our bulk-grain and 
soyameal cargo, though we have on occasion 
finished off the bulk-corn portion of our home
ward bound cargo at Baltimore.

During the summer school holiday time, 
M rs. Poole and M ickie m ade a summ er trip , 
and w ith Capt. Poole were entertained a t the 
Irish Pavilion of the W orld’s Fair. The 
Second Steward, Nicholas Blake, was hospita
lised for an appendix operation in New York, 
but joined us for the trip homewards. Mess- 
man Desmond O ’Sullivan was taken to the 
Regional H ospital, Limerick, from  Beigh- 
castle anchorage for a sim ilar operation.

M r. M . Curley, 2nd Engineer, with N. 
Hayes, Junior Engineer, as best m an, was 
m arried in D ublin on 27th October. M r. and 
M rs. Curley slipped away to the south coast 
for their honeymoon. M r. M . Kelly, Chief 
Officer, is on leave. M ick Coleman, 3rd 
Officer, and Andy M oynihan, Senior Cadet, 
are now on study leave. We welcome 
first trippers Leslie W illis, Junior Engineer; 
Jerry  B arrett, Elect., and John Cotter, Deck 
Officer Apprentice.

John Nangle, he had knowing ears,
“ All’s not well with the blinking gears.”
So he slowed her in and called the Chief,
“ T here’s something wrong,” it’s m y belief.
They opened up to have a look
And what they saw it would have shook
A lesser man, but not our Nick.
He stood the shock like a regular brick.
A bearing gone? W ell, get the spare.
Oh merciful hour, it is not there.
T he question is now what to use,
We haven’t much from which to choose.
The measurements they won’t agree 
W ith anything we’ve got you see.
A t last he yelled “ I ’ve got it, feller,
W e’ll use a so and so pum p im pellor.”
Oh what a job to “ turn ” this down. 
O ’M ahony stood there with a frown.
F or ten long hours he carved away,
T ’would take at least another day.
W ould the poor old lathe just stand the strain? 
I t  sounds just like a diesel train 
Rattling up to D ublin town.
However, smile boys, do not frown.
T he rest of the lads they toiled and moiled,
In  the crankcase they were nearly boiled.
T he heat was bad, the hum idity worse,
But you’d only hear an occasional curse.
T he lads on deck they had some larks 
W hile accounting for some ten fine sharks. 
The blue fish gobbled all the gear,
From  the rod men they had naught to fear.
The oven and fridge came into play,
And the W hitfield bearing was well on it’s 

way.
At last it is finished, the gear all replaced, 
The masterpiece hidden, entirely encased.
The test, it is over and all’s working fine, 
Everybody cleaned up, everything is Divine. 
A well deserved rest and a hope we all share 
T h at the thing will hold out until we get 

there..
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On the Banks...
By P. J. CROW LEY

Miss Sheila O ’Sullivan, Com ptom eter 
O perator, has tendered her resignation. During 
her brief stay with us, Miss O’Sullivan proved 
to be most popular with the rest of her col
leagues. We wish her the very best of luck 
in her new employment.

❖ ❖ ❖
We extend a Cead M ile Failte to Miss 

M ary H um phreys, Com ptom eter Operator, 
who joined our staff on 22nd November.

❖ ❖
W e have great pleasure in announcing that 

M r. P. A. Boland recently passed the final 
examination, part 11, of the Corporation of 
Secretaries. I t  is worth mentioning also that 
M r. Boland was given a distinction in Com
pany Law in this examination.

M r. Tom  Brett, attached to our Dock 
office staff, was recently promoted to the 
position of head checker. We wish him well 
in his new appointment.

^ ^ $
M rs. M ary O ’Donnell, shorthand typist, 

has been giving us a helping hand since 
August. She will shortly return full-time to 
her husband and three children. Through the 
columns of this magazine we would like to 
express our sincere thanks and appreciation 
to M rs. O ’Donnell for her invaluable 
assistance.

% ❖ ❖
M r. Enda M ullally, head office, has been

“ on loan ” to us for the past six months. 
His expert knowledge of customs coupled with 
the neat and efficient m anner in which he
carried out his duties have earned for him
our heartfelt thanks and admiration. Rather 
selfishly, we regret M r. M ullally’s impending 
return to head office.

The handsome group is the staff of our Cork Office. Front Row Left to Right— Miss 
M, Murphy, Mr. P. A. Boland, Miss C. Buckley, Miss S. O ’Sullivan. Second Row Left 
to Right— Mr. Ibar W yley, Mr. D. Whitehouse, Traffic Dept., Mr. P. J. Crowley, 
Manager, Miss R. Barrett, Mr. W . Lilley. Back Row Left to Right— Mr. S. Mullally, 

Mr. A. Brooks, Customs Dept., Mr. V. McMahon.
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The 3rd Year Marine Engineering Class. Back Row Left to Right— Martin Cahalan, 
Nmaju K. Nmaju, Adebayo, Awarun, John A. McGrath, Owen Prunty, Liam Sherring- 
bam, Thomas Kenny. Front Row Left to Right— Donald Menzies, James T. Doran, 
Thomas P. Redmond, Mark Byrne, WiHiam Lettis, W illiam  A. O ’Callaghan, Francis

Fagbule.

More About Poplar
By Deck Officer Cadet Brendan Sfockdale

As I write, we are “swinging on the hook” 
in K uw ait H arbour, quarantined;

O ur funnel colours are changed to the red, 
white and green tricolour of Iran , embossed 
with the initials “ IS L ” of the charter Com 
pany. W hat a coincidence!

After leaving Suez, severe tankeritis (m ad
ness associated with tanker men) was contracted 
by nearly all hands. Things have been said 
and done . . . !

O ur first Port east of Suez was Jeddah, 
not far from the holy city of M ecca, the 
Rome of the M oslem world. There we saw 
a pilgrim  ship, “down be the head” with a 
deck cargo of pilgrims returning home from 
Mecca. Soldier guards were aboard all the

time to see that no refreshments other 
than coke were consumed. The same applied 
in Dammam. There we played eight a side 
football with a team  from a Russian ship. 
The Russians (who beat us 3 - 2 )  looked like 
professionals in their sm art yellow jerseys and 
white shorts. I f  the Russians had not brought 
along some of their p retty  female crew m em
bers to support them, the Paddies might have 
done better. O ur Russian comrades invited 
us along every night for the film shows they 
pu t on on board.

From  Khorram shahr, after bunkering in 
Abadan, home Port of Irish Shipping’s tanker 
men, we called at K harg Island (find tha t on 
a m ap !) with bits and pieces plus one m otor 
car and the cheese, which nearly reduced the 
Chief Steward and Cook to tears, as they 
thought it was forgotten about.

We wish everyone a happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year.
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Supt. C. E. Darcy, Dublin Harbour Police, making 
a presentation to Commander A. J. O ’Brien Twohig, 
who retired recently as Harbour master in Dublin.

Livestock on "Maple
M r. Robert Clarke from the Riverside 

Farm , Ballymena, Co. Antrim , who accom
panied some valuable livestock aboard the 
Irish Maple on the journey from  D ublin to 
N ew York a few months ago has w ritten as 
follow s: —

“ Seven of the cattle, with two mares, 
two foals and one other mare, m ade up the 
shipment. W hen all were taken off the ship 
and the cattle on their way to quarantine and 
horses to M iss Brown 300 miles N orth of 
New York, I  couldn’t help but go up to the 
Captain and relate the kind words the Vets, 
said of the good condition of the cattle and 
horses, and how they had been cared for.

“ I t  was a great pleasure for me to accompany 
the shipment. I have many pleasant memories 
of m y association with Captain Langran, M ate 
M itchell, Chief Steward John D oran and all 
the other officers and men on the ship. The 
boatswain, Peter, was helpful to me a t all 
times.

“ On my way through to catch up with the 
Irish Maple I  was able to call a t the Black 
W atch Farms, W appingers Falls, New York, 
where they carry through a sale every year. 
They seemed pleased to have their cattle come 
by Irish Shipping, and it is likely tha t in 
the near future you will have more go that 
way. I called at the office of M r. Spiers in the 
M inistry of Agriculture and told him  how well 
I  enjoyed the treatm ent on the Irish Maple 
and also stated you had accommodation for 
about 20 cattle on the ships and stressed no 
better way to send them  to U .S .A .”

Captain P. A. Leighton who succeeds Commander 
O ’Brien Twohig as Dublin Harbour Master.

Lettter to General Manager
“ The H arbour Police have reported to 

me that on the afternoon of 5th October, 
1965, members of the crew of the m.v. Irish 
Maple assisted in the recovery of the body of 
the late Sergeant John Stephens, H arbour 
Police, from the w ater at Ocean Pier.

“ Please convey to the M aster of the Irish 
Maple my thanks and those of the Super
intendent and personnel of the H arbour Police 
Force for the great assistance received from 
his crew on this sad occasion.”

P. A. L E IG H T O N , H arbour M aster.

F r o m  “ I r is h  M a p t e "
G. M cN A M A R A, Radio Officer

W inter has come in earnest in the Atlantic, 
and having had relatively calm voyages for 
the past nine months we were up against it 
this time. W estbound, we ran into the 
remnants of hurricane “ Elenna ” which put 
a few days on the passage, and eastbound we 
were hit by one of the worst storms, just a 
day off the Fastnet. We were to have loaded 
some valuable racehorses in New York for 
shipment to Ireland, but luckily they were 
cancelled at the last moment.

(Continued page 21)

New Harbcur Master
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So mo Christmas 
Grt»otintfs
( See page 27)

This is Mr. Jim O ’Rourke who is incharge of our 
C ork stevedoring operations.

THE MAPLE— Continued

D uring a recent stay in D ublin we were 
privileged to welcome on board M r. D. 
Barnes, one of I.S .L . directors. H e took a 
very keen interest in all aspects of the vessel’s 
operation. Another distinguished guest was 
Captain T . M cKenna of Irish Naval Service, 
who was accompanied by his wife.

All on board were sorry to hear tha t M rs. 
M . Byrne, wife of our Chief Engineer, was 
hospitalized after being involved in a road 
accident. W e all hope that she is recovered 
by now.

W e were all glad to hear tha t we are being 
diverted to the Canadian run next voyage for 
it gives us a very good chance of being in 
home waters for Christmas. All on board 
would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our friends, both ashore and afloat, a M erry 
Christmas and a H appy N ew Year.

“IRISH ALDER”
M ichael O ’S ullivan, A pprentice  Engineer— W ishing you a 

very Happy Christm as. From John and the  boys.

“IRISH CEDAR”
N o e l H a r t— W ishing  you a Happy Christm as. From your 

M o th er, Father, Brothers, Sisters, A unties , Uncles, Cousins, 
Grandad and G ranny. Also a Happy B irthday on Decem ber 9 th .

C adet Engineer Paul C a rro ll— Greetings and best wishes 
fo r  Christm as. Looking forw ard  to  seeing you in the N ew  
Y ear. From M o th er, Father, Barrie , Frank and Bob, and from  
all a t 121 U pper Kilm acud Road.

“ IRISH LARCH”
D e rm o t and Jack Rogan— Christm as Greetings from  Dad, 

Mam and N o leen . Also birthday greetings to  D e rm o t on 
2 7 th  January.

“ IRISH R O W A N ”
Tom  O ’ Donovan, 4 th  Engineer— Best wishes fo r  Christmas  

frcm  Dad, Mam and Michael a t C o u rt Square, Pauline, Seamus 
and fam ily , R ita , Tom m y and fam ily , Gus, Laura and fam ily . 
W e  w ill  all be th ink ing  o f you on Christm as Day and hope to  
see you soon.

Sean O ’ N e ill ,  3rd  Engineer— Best wishes and always hoping 
to  see you soon. Dad, N o ra  and Pat.

“ IRISH SPRUCE”
Dan B reslin , Sh ipw right— Greetings fo r  Christm as and the  

N e w  Y ear from  your M other, Father, tw o  sisters and g ir l
friend  and all your re lations. W e  miss you very much and 
hope you have a very Happy Christm as.

“ IRISH ROSE”
Liam  M cLaughlin , 2nd O fficer— V ery  best wishes fo r a 

Happy Christm as and every blessing fo r  196 6 . From M am m y, 
Daddy, Cecil, M a rily n , A ileen  and Jan.

“ IRISH SYCAMORE”
Standish O ’G rady— V ery  Happy Christm as and Prosperous 

N e w  Y ear from  Mum  and sisters D olores, Patricia and M ary, 
and brothers Seamus, Brendan and Roderick.

Philip  H aw kins; Christm as greetings and a very Happy N ew  
Y ear from  M am m y, Daddy, brothers Steve, Liam , Denis, John, 
Seamus, Declin , Michael and sisters Betty , M arian , A nn, Emily 
and G erald ine a t 2 George Reynolds House, Irish to w n.

Quits!!
D uring a court case in Limerick one time 

just as the defending counsel began his closing 
address a goose was heard honking outside.

“ H old on,” interrupted the judge. “  One 
a t a tim e please, M r. Bartley.”

Later in the day as the judge commenced 
his summing up an ass tethered near the 
courthoue brayed loudly.

“ W ould you kindly repeat those last few 
remarks, my L ord,” asked the defending 
counsel, “ the acoustics here are very bad.”
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Human Kindness
By YARDS N A  hASALEEN

I was down in the local milk bar the other 
night havin’ a few glasses of the creamiest in 
town, when the Editor, who was doin’ ditto, 
turns to me and sez “ How about a bit of stuff 
for th ’oul Christmas number? Ye know, 
something funny.”

“ If it’s fun ye w ant,” sez I, “ Yards is 
yer m an.”

“ A re,” sez he, “ Yards are.” M r. Ed. 
gets fierce metic-metic. He gets very exact 
when he has a couple of bottles of milk in him.

“ O .K .,” sez I. “ Have ye anythin’ in 
particular in m ind?”

“ I have,” sez he. “ How about doin’ 
somethin’ on the Boss?”

“ Do you mean me missus,” sez I, “ or 
are ye referin’ to M r. Bigshot in th ’ office?” 

“ M r. Bigshot, of course,” sez he. “ Who 
on earth would be interested in hearin’ about 
yer m issus?”

“ W ell,” sez I, “ by a strange coincidence 
M r. Bigshot would be interested in hearin’ 
about me missus and it may also surprise you 
to learn that M r. Bigshot takes a deep personal 
interest in each individual one of me ten 
kids.”

“ Ye m ust be jokin,” sez he. “ Bigshot is 
only interested in two things: m akin’ money 
and keepin’ it.”

“ O h ! ” sez I. “ I can well understand 
how you feel about him  for I  felt the same 
way until the last time I went in to ask him 
for a rise. I t  was then I saw M r. Bigshot 
as he really i s : a soft, kind-hearted man, try in’ 
to do his best for everyone.”

“ Ye mean try in’ his best to do everyone,” 
sez M r. Ed. “ Real bitter like.”

“ W ait ’till I ’m  finished,” sez I, “ before 
ye pass hasty judgm ent on an already much 
malingned gentleman. As I was sayin’, I  went 
in to ask for a rise and in me ignorant, selfish 
way I was ready to take one if I got it with
out as much as a thought for me less fortunate 
fellow workers. I t  will show you how selfish 
I was when I tell you that I d idn’t  even think 
there were any workers less fortunate than 
meself. But M r. Bigshot soon pu t me wise 
in his own gentle, kindly way.”

“ M r. na hAsaleen,” sez he, “ or may I 
call you Yards.”

Such hum ility from one so great almost 
brought a lum p to me throat an’ sez I : “ Cer
tainly, M r. Bigshot, please call we Yards.”

“ Well, now, Y ards,” sez he, “ I ’m  glad 
you came to me with your problem  because 
I want you always to feel free to consult me 
when you find yourself troubled with little 
personal worries. I  firmly believed in the old 
adage, ‘ a trouble shared is a troubled halved.’ 
And tha t is why I want to ask a favour of 
you, Yards, my dear chap. I want you to share 
some of my problems. Then we’ll compare 
our worries and perhaps the result will provide 
a degree of m utual consolation for both of us. 
Now, Yards, my dear fellow, I am acutely 
aware of the fact tha t you have a wife and ten 
wonderful children to support, and, indeed, 
the magnificent m anner in which you have 
shouldered your responsibilities has been a 
shining example to us all. I can assure you 
that this fact has not gone unnoticed by my
self nor indeed by the Board of D irectors.”

I was dumbfounded to think that the 
Directors were concerned about me and I felt 
ashamed after all the horrible things I said 
about them from time to time. I  used to 
think tha t they d idn’t even know I existed, 
let alone the wife and ten kids. However, 
M r. Bigshot had more eye-openers for me and 
he went on to tell me tha t I had only ten 
children whereas he had hundreds, as he re
garded each of his employees as a father looks 
on his own children. I could hardly believe 
M r. Bigshot was capable of such tender feel
ings and I ’m  afraid I almost revealed my 
remorse of conscience by letting a single tear 
roll down my check as he went on. H e ex
plained to me the reason why I d idn’t get the 
job of Chief Assistant to the Assistant H ead- 
Book-keeper after I had been D eputy Chief 
Assistant to the Assistant H ead Book-keeper 
for the previous thirty-five years. I t  appears 
the Board of Directors spent a whole meeting 
discussin’ whether or not the job was right for 
me. Eventually they decided tha t a m an of 
my talents would be wasted in a job like that, 
so they’re goin’ to keep me in my present

{Continued page 23)
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Some of the boys from  the 1st year Marine Engi
neering Class at the Crawford institute, Cork. John 
Reilly, Donald Brien, David W alsh, Peter Sinnott, 
Tony Barry, Anthony McCarthy, W illiam  Malone.

ON HUMAN KINDNESS— Continued
position until somethin’ more worthy of my 
particular talents becomes available. Of 
course, I asked M r. Bigshot to convey my 
personal thanks to the Board for the kind con
sideration they had shown me and I only 
hoped I would prove worthy of the confidence 
they had in me.

M r. Bigshot then told me about all the 
worries he has himself and do you know that 
when I make a hames of somethin’ it’s not me 
the Board of Directors blame. O h ! no. They 
blame poor M r. Bigshot who had nothin’ at 
all to do with it. I can tell you I felt a right 
heel lettin’ poor M r. Bigshot take the rap 
for my own carelessness and stupidity and I 
wouldn’t  blame him  if he d idn’t even talk to 
me. But M r. Bigshot is not one to bear a 
grudge and he told me that all he wanted of 
me in return was that I  should look on him 
as a close friend and to understand the way 
he felt when he was unable to give me the 
rise. Needless to say, it will be m any a long 
day before I bring pain and sorrow to M r. 
Bigshot by asking him  for a rise knowin’ the 
poor m an will have to refuse it even though 
it breaks his heart to do so. From  now on I 
will try  to show him  more consideration than 
I have in the past and undo the great wrong 
I have done him  in years gone by. O f course 
the missus still thinks he is a stingy oul’ skin
flint and nothin’ will change her opinion. 
However, I  know the real M r. Bigshot and 
that is why I refuse to write funny things 
about him.

2nd year Marine Engineering Class.
Back Row Left to Right— Joseph Pryme, Pat Collins, 
John O ’Toole, Fintan O ’Beirne, W aldem ar Borrman. 
Front Row, Left to Right —  James Baker, Tom 
O ’Keeffe, John O ’Doherty, Kevin Branagan, Edward 

McSweeney.

"HUSH LARCH99
T he only two Irish families living in 

Antofagasta, Chile, were delighted with the 
opportunity of going aboard an Irish ship 
when the Irish Larch called a t this Chilean 
town in October last. O ther visitors to the 
ship were some officers of the Chilean Army, 
one of whom was of Irish extraction. Sub
sequently an article on the ship appeared in 
the local newspaper Mercurio.

^ ❖ 

f in  ft’1 i r  P o s tp o n  Pt/

The draw for the painting “ T he Two 
Brothers ” by Bernard Byrne has been post
poned, and will now take place a t the Staff 
D inner Dance a t Jury’s Hotel on December 
I6 th. Counterfoils may be returned up to 
the date of the draw.

Sir,— Please convey my sincere thanks to 
M r. Devlin on the Irish Plane for delivering 
a letter to my father from  D rum condra F.C. 
to enable me to obtain a visa to travel to East 
Berlin to play in the European Cup. I wish 
him  a happy Christmas, and thanks again.

SH EA M U S DOYLE.

Congratulations to M r. Bill Lilley and his 
wife Noreen on arrival of a baby daughter—  
the first— to be named Elizabeth Ann Therese.
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Cheers and Prosperity
BY OUR DEVELOPMENT CORRESPONDENT

To the young people of this bewildered 
generation I bring a message, not of hope, 
but of consolation. Even though you never 
had it so good you are afflicted by doubt and 
apprehension. The road ahead once looked 
bright, but it is really, you are told, a dark and 
thorny way. T o deepen your gloom, as you 
were informed recently, somebody failed to 
diagnose your economic indices in advance, 
throwing your future and the prospects for 
the national wellbeing to the winds of fortune. 
You are entwined in mortgages, suffer a chronic 
dearth of cash, you have just added the bright 
red printed final rates demand to your ex
tensive archives, and the eldest child needs 
an appendix operation. But these are but 
minor cares. W hat really chills your heart 
is the frightening inform ation that the nation’s 
external reserves have fallen to the dangerous 
level of £200 million sterling.

T o your spendthrift wife, ready to squander 
precious currency on wallpaper for Christmas 
(or to your girl friend expecting a ring) you 
passionately explain tha t according to the very 
best authority the nation’s resources are being 
corroded by dangerous inflationary trends, 
which if perm itted to gather mom entum will 
undermine the very infra-structure of our 
society, plunge the nation into a mire of 
stagnation and delay for many generations 
hence the attainm ent of the targets and 
standards projected in the Labour M anifesto, 
the Blueprint for a Just Society, and the First, 
Second and T hird  Programmes for Economic 
Expansion.

You are young, innocent, confused, dis
orientated, and your computerisation factor 
is a t a very low ebb. I commend you 
therefore to the philosophy of serenity and 
composure which sustained our brave fore
fathers through centuries of trial and persecu
tion and which they were wont to express so 
profoundly in that great Irish maxim “Tw ill be 
all the same in a hundred years”— which you 
will soon recognise to be a literal tru th  as 
much as a sigh of resignation. Ponder on the 
lesson of recent history and you will find that 
not only will it be the same in one hundred

years, but also next year and the year after 
that.

T H E  G O L D E N  PR E-W A R
In my foolish youth I too studied the 

economic barometer. I soon discovered I 
was rocking the boat and rushing inexorably 
to dangerous currents and clouds of crises 
looming ahead. This was the tim e I dis
covered the sinister implications behind a 
credit squeeze. I t was when our family grocer 
declared a unilateral system involving one 
pound down for every pound sterling worth 
of groceries w ithdrawn from stock. I t  was, 
moreover, a period of great expansion, trouble 
and strife, and doleful warnings. Somebody 
had started an Economic W ar, a highly com
plex affair, much too difficult for uneducated 
people to comprehend, but I rem ember that 
everybody had to pay all sorts of levies, except 
they weren’t called levies, but the net result 
was the same as to-day— everything cost more 
money. There was no inflation and no Bal
ance of Payments problem  and nobody had 
any money but nevertheless the guest speakers 
at those frugal commerce dinners wept bitterly 
into their brandy liqueurs like their sons to
day, and declared categorically after deep 
reflection and after careful assessment of all 
factors

“that the Economic War was the worst 
disaster that befell this country since the 
great potato famine of 1847: a social and 
economic upheaval which spelled out bank
ruptcy and ruin for the present generation 
and for many generations to come'”.

H O L D  F A S T
W e were not to worry. T he situation de

m anded only a little sacrifice on someone’s 
part, and we were certain in time to restore 
the National Image, fully confident in the 
deep-rooted integrity and lofty nobility of our 
people.

Before the 1930’s drew to a close with the 
outbreak of W orld W ar II  I lived through

(Continued opposite page)
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crisis after crisis, and panic on top of cala
mity. W hy, even a t one time there was a 
threat by A rthur Guinness & Son & Co. L td. 
to close down the D ublin brewery and transfer 
to Liverpool. And along with the denial of 
free speech in those days and the emergence 
of the dreaded Blueshirts, the country suffered 
the disastrous Anglo-Irish T rade Agreement 
of 1938 which was

“the most far-reaching sell-out to foreigners 
since Dermot McMurrough introduced the 
Normans to Co. Wexford in 1169 A.D. I 
am confident that this ill-conceived one
sided bargain with our traditional enemy 
will bring chaos to our agricultural sector 
and stagnation to our developing native 
industries already strained to the limit of 
endurance after years of disastrous mis
management by those inept adventurers 
charged with the conduct of national 
affairs”.

EM ER G EN C Y  
As the lights went out all over Europe the 

golden age of peace and plenty faded away.
For six long weary years our political and 

business leaders choked over the smoked sal
mon while sounding out “grave warnings” , 
“grim  forecasts” and “gloomy predictions” . 
Although not directly involved in hostilities we 
should brace ourselves for every contingency, 
and if we all stepped together, spurning a dis
proportionate share of the national cake, re
mained steadfastly confident in the unswerving 
loyalty of our people, showed a cheerful will
ingness to accept some tem porary sacrifices, 
then we should all emerge from the darkness 
poised for a new leap forward into an era of 
immeasurable growth and prosperity, unsur
passed even in the golden reign of Cathal M or 
of the W ine Red Hand.

I learned to labour and to wait, and cheer
fully accepted the tightening of the credit 
squeeze by our family grocer who wasn’t long 
in demanding £2 in cash for every one pound 
sterling value of goods which he extracted 
from under the counter.

O N  T H E  M A RCH  
1946: The era of blessed peace reborn; 

love, fraternity  and prosperity for you for me 
and our children —  if we be but patient and 
not jostle around the boat and exercise re
straint and pay due regard to the planners 
and listen carefully to the warning notes for

You would never find such concentration at Aston 
Quay. O ur photo reveals a typical spot check at 

the C ork Office.

we are in a bit of fleeting trouble. I t  appears 
that while we were going bankrupt during the 
war we earned too much currency and now a 
surfeit of money is lying to our credit in Lon
don and locked away beyond our reach and 
is delaying the realisation of our postwar 
expansionists schemes.

“Although hostilities have ceased we are 
still suffering from the worst economic con
sequences of the costliest war in the che
quered history of mankind, rendering it 
imperative on all sections of the community 
to join together in a concerted effort to 
surmount our difficulties which are due 
entirely to external pressures completely be
yond our control.”
And then it happens again. The worst 

harvest in living m em ory: and unless stringent 
measures are applied immediately to alleviate 
the desperate and unprecedented hardships 
and sufferings of the whole agricultural com
munity, the entire economy of the country 
will be placed in serious jeopardy.

The following year was even better. Never 
since the establishment of the meteorological 
office was a snowstorm recorded as that which 
h it the country in the early spring of 1947. 
T he afterm ath of flooded farms and houses, 
the destruction of crops, and disruption of 
public services inflicted on the agricultural 
sector the greatest catastrophe since the 
night of the big wind in the sixteenth century. 
Everybody was ruined. The only solution 
was to change the Government. A t the

('Continued on page 26)
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Remembering Irish Seamen
T he annual memorial M ass for men who 

lost their lives on ships flying the Irish flag 
during the Second W orld W ar was celebrated 
by the Rev. W. Fortune, C .C ., at the Church 
of the Im m aculate H eart of M ary, City Quay, 
Dublin, on Sunday, November 28th.

The M inister for Social W elfare, M r. Kevin 
Boland, who was representing the Taoiseach, 
inspected a guard of honour provided by the 
Naval Service.

CHEERS A N D  PROSPERITY— Contd.

Saturday night debates the speakers thundered
out the message

“repatriate our sterling assets and apply 
vigour and intelligence to the exploitation 
of our natural resources and traditional busi
ness enterprise”.

H A PPY  DAYS
We brought home our external assets and 

we applied vigorous measures to the exploita
tion of our natural resources and in no time 
even the banks were going bankrupt and the 
country was in pawn and a new flood of dire 
warning was let loose culminating in corrective 
measures designed to pu t us all back on our feet 
and inject new strength into the national blood 
stream  so that we should plug the dangerous 
drain on our foreign reserves and provide our
selves with the tools to strengthen the launch
ing pad for a great thrust forward into the 
wonderful future, the achieving of our de
clared targets merely involving some tem por
ary sacrifices and intelligent restraint by all 
sections of the body politic. These corrective 
measures were described by some unkind peop
le as “ the hairshirt budget ”— “ the most 
savage act of barbarity since the defeat of 
H ugh O ’Neill by Queen Elizabeth a t the 
Battle of the Boyne in 1789, inflicting 
unnecessary suffering and appalling privations 
and causing such depression in trade and in
dustrial activity as to render unlikely any 
recovery for this or any generation to come.”

BACK T O  T H E  P R E S E N T  
You will be fam iliar with the pattern 

m apped out during the past few years by 
a highly polished corps of dedicated speakers 
and writers commissioned to keep you fully

alerted to the dangers inherent in the un
controlled interplay of inflationary forces, 
which if allowed to proceed unabated will 
seriously deplete the viability of our 
expanding economy and cause a reversal of 
the upward progress displayed in every 
sector of economic activity in recent times 
and weaken our arguments for eventual 
integration with the European Free T rade 
Association, the General Agreement on T rade 
and Tariffs and the fraternity of the European 
Economic Community.

T O  T H E  F U T U R E
To spare you an avid and frantic reading 

of next year’s newspapers in your search for 
m ajor pronouncements relating to the pros
pects of the national welfare. I will now 
briefly summarise the more im portant events 
of 1966, quarter by quarter.

J a n u a r y / F eb r u a r y / M a r c h : A disastrous 
trade agreem ent with G reat Britain, followed 
by the worst winter in living memory, bring
ing widespread losses and disruption of busi
ness, with consequent deterioration in exports 
and further depletion of our external reserves, 
making retention of the special levies a vital 
necessity. Industrial unrest and grave w arn
ings by the Central Bank. Serious flooding 
and agitation at Sandymount.

A p r il / M ay / J u n e  : Another hairshirt
Budget, protest parades by farmers, and 
record attendance a t the Spring Show. 
Financial measures cause business recession 
and a drying up in the inflow of foreign 
capital. Protest marches by Bankers.

J u l y / A u g u s t / S e p t e m b e r : The wettest 
summ er in living memory and record tourist 
traffic. Agitation by hotel owners; industrial 
unrest; record crowds at Horse Show. The 
most disastrous harvest since the potato failure 
of 1649. The smell of Sandym ount becomes 
intolerable.

O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r : Grave
warnings by the Chairm an of the Toast
m asters; a wave of unrest sweeps the country; 
prices at auctions soar; stringent measures un
avoidable and some sacrifices vital if economy 
is to gear itself for a m ighty surge forward in 
1967. The agricultural community facing 
ruin. External pressures piling up. There is 
no credit anywhere.

And finally, I wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a bright and prosperous New 
Year.

Page Tw enty-six



I  Christmas Greetings from Home S

This smiling group send greetings fo r a happy 
Christmas to  Shay Cahill, Catering Dept., and to all 
the men of the “ IRISH R O W A N ”. O u r photo
graph shows Mr. Cahill’s m other and his brothers 

and sisters.

“ IRISH R O W A N ”
A ndrew  Kehoe, A p p .— Seasonal Greetings to  yourself and 

Michael Byrne. From Barry, Kay, Michael and Oonagh  
Kehoe.
Christm as greetings and best wishes come from  all at 
home in C o rk , including your new nephew, A n d rew . G re e t
ings also to  Michael Byrne. Hope you ’ ll both be in close 
harm ony a t the Christm as party . Happy Christm as come to  
you, to o , from  the Gleeson fam ily . Bohernanave, Thurles, 
A nnette  and M ichael. A ll the best fo r Christm as and the  
N e w  Y ear. D on ’t  d r in k  to o  much. Enjoy yourself. God 
Bless and p rotect you. Love from  the O ’ Hea fam ily .

M ichael Byrne, A pp .— A ll the best fo r  Christm as and the  
Love and best wishes to  you, M ichael, fo r a very happy 
Christm as and all the  best fo r  the N ew  Y ear. W e  w ill be 
th ink ing  o f you on Christm as Day. A lso, a very happy 
Christm as to  A n d rew . God bless, from  Mam , Dad, and all 
your friends at home. W ishing you a very happy C h ris t
mas. Hoping to  see you soon again, P .G . Love, A nnette  
and M ichael. The Gleason fam ily  also send best wishes.

W ill ia m  C a rro ll, Jun. Eng.— W ishing you a very happy 
Christm as and a bright N ew  Y ear, from  M am , Dad, A ustin , 
Tina , Edmond, children , A unts,, Uncles, Cousins, and a 
very  special greeting from  Evelyn.

M . J. O ’ M ara— Best wishes, M icheyk, fo r  a happy C h ris t
mas and N ew  Y ear. M . O ’ M ara, 16 M ayfield  Tee., Ballin- 
te e r, Dundrum , Co. D u lb in .

P hilip  O ’ N e ill ,  E .D .H .— A happy Christm as from  Mam , 
Dad, and all at 33 Lr. M id le ton  S t., Cobh.

H enry  Briody, Eng Cadet— Best wishes fo r  a very happy 
Christm as from  M am m ie, Daddy, brothers, s ister and tw o  
grannies. A ll the boys around Carlanstow n send greetings  
and say you are badly missed a t centre fie ld .

M ichael Byrne, Apprentice— W ishing  you a very happy 
and holy Christm as and a bright N e w  Y ear, from  G rand
fa th e r, G ranny and A u n tie  Cora, also from  your frien d , 
Andy.

G . Burgum , 2nd O ffic e r— W ishing you a very happy 
Christm as and all the best in the N e w  Y ear. W e  shall be 
th ink ing  of you always but especially on Christm as Day, 
w ith  fondest love from  H elen , baby M a rk , and all our 
re lations.

Richard L e tt— Happy Christm as and N e w  Y ear to  you—  
frcm  M am m yy, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends.

P. D . G ordon, A ppren tice— Christm as greetings from  Mum  
and Dad, and all your friends.

Jerry O ’ M ahoney, A pp .— God bless and a happy Christm as, 
Jerry. Love from  M am , M ary and Richard.

Photographed after their wedding in St. Finbarr’s 
Church, Ban try , Miss Martina O ’Connor and Mr, 
Noel O ’Sullivan, of the “ IRISH R O W A N  ” , Deck 
Dept. Mrs. O ’Sullivan sends Christmas greetings to 

her husband.

A . M . Barn, C aterin g  S taff— Happy Christm as, A rch ie , and 
love from  your w ife , Eileen, Sean, M ary and C o lm , also from  
all at 66 Botanic Avenue, and M r. and M rs. Cow m an.

N o e l McGuinness— Loving wishes fo r  a very happy b ir th 
day on the 2 3rd  Decem ber, and a happy, peaceful Christmas 
from  Daddy, M am m y, Sean, M argare t, G erard , Brendan, 
Brian, Teresa, Frances, Donal, and C y ril. God bless you 
and the crew  always.
Enjoy yourself this Christm as, and looking fo rw ard  to  see
ing you home. From James, Tubby, D ic k , Paul, A rgo , Liam  
and F itze r.

N e il Loughrey— Sorry w e w ill not have you w ith  us fo r  
Christm as. W e  w ill be th ink ing  o f you and so we all 
jo in  in wishing you a happy Christm as and w ill be looking  
forw ard  to  seeing you in the N e w , Y ear, please G od. From  
Father, M other, H arry , M aragaret, Anne, Shiela, Ethna, 
M ichael, Francis and A unty  Julia.
Love and God Bless.

P atrick  Slevin— Best wishes fo r  Christm as and a happy 
N e w  Y ear. From Mam and D erek .
W ish ing  you all the best fo r  Christm as and the N e w  Y ear. 
From  M a rtin  and Kay.

Jerem iah K elleher, Jnr. Engineer— Happy Christm as from  
M am , Dad, Denis, M ichael, Eileen and Joan, not fo rge tting  
Pat, M . M olloy  and your fo u r nephews. A u n tie  M o lly , 
Michael and Fam ily all send th e ir  best regards. W i l l  
rem em ber you a t Mass Christm as m orning. The 110 school 
send special greetings. Mam and Dad.

D e rek  Leonard, 3rd O ffic e r  ( A c t ) — A ll the fam ily  jo in  in 
wishjng you a very happy Christm as. W i l l  miss you this  
year. Mam and Dad.

Eddie Brennan— W ishing you a happy Christm as. From  
your w ife  Shiela and Fam ily. W e  w ill be th ink ing  of you 
a t Chrstm as. God bless you.
W ish ing  you a very happy Christm as and to  le t you know  
we w ill  be th ink ing  o f you a t Christm as. From N e llie , 
Christy  W illia m  and Q ueenie.

John M cG rath— W ith  G od’s blessing a happy Christm as. 
From your loving Daddy, Mam m y, O sw ald, Charles, W in i 
fre d , M ary, Anne, M argare t, C arm el, Teresa and friends.

Louis Robinson, Cook— Seasons greetings and best wishes 
fo r a happy Christm as from  M r. and Mrs. Chaney, Shiela and 
all a t 15 Mease Road, especially l it t le  Tony.

N o e l O ’Sullivan— Birthday greetings and a happy Christm as  
from  Mam and Dad, sister Josie and fa m ily  in C o rk  and all 
the gang in England.

W ill ia m  D . G arvey, Ch ie f O ffic e r— Best wishes fo r  C h ris t
mas and a happy N e w  Y ear. Love from  Breeda, Siobhan and 
Kevin.
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“ IRISH R O W A N ”— Contd. “ IRISH PLANE”

Patsy McClean— A very happy Christm as and a bright N ew  
Y ear to  Patsy from  M am m y, Daddy, S il, A lice , Fidelm a, 
D e rek  and A lan . God Bless you.

John W alsh— W ishing you a Happy Christm as and Happy  
N e w  Y ear. Looking fo rw ard  to  seeing you next year. Love 
from  y our w ife  and six children.

M ichael Lynch-— A very happy Christm as. God Bless, H e ar
tiest G reeting and best wishes. From Fond parents, sisters, 
brothers, nieces and nephews.

John A . D a ly , Jun. Eng.— W ishing  you and all your friends  
aboard a very happy, holy and joyous Christm as an a happy 
and peaceful N e w  Y ear. May God bless and p rotect them  
a ll. From M um , Dad, sisters, M argaret, Breda, l it t le  cousins, 
b ro thers -in -law . Love from  all a t home.

Aidan O ’ R e illy , Bosun— Christm as greetings w ith  love and 
best wishes from  M am , Dad, Ita , Siobhan, Breda and 
Brendan. Also from  nda, Kyros and fam ily , E ithne, Joe and 
fam ily , O liv ia  and Keigh, Declan, Madge and fam ily , Keiran, 
Pam and fam ily .

M ichael M urphy, A .B .— Christm as Greetings from  Father 
and all at home.

The bride’s uncle is Mr. A. Barn, of the “ IRISH  
R O W A N ”. Miss Marie McGreevy was married re
cently to M r. ). Murphy, and they both send Christ

mas greetings to  Mr. Barn.

Christmas and birthday greetings to Noel McGuin- 
ness, “ IRISH R O W A N  ” from  his sister, Margaret, 

and his baby brother, Cyril.

Tom  R ickard, E .D .H .— Love and best wishes fo r  C hris t
mas from  M am , C harlie , M arce lla , P eter, T ina , N ed , and 
ail the fam ily . Best wishes also from  M a rjo rie , and looking  
fo rw ard  to  seeing you in the  N e w  Year.

Leo H itchcock, Deck Hand— Greetings and best wishes fo r  
Christm as and the  N e w  Y ear. From all a t 14.

James M ason, C o rk — -W ishing you a very happy Christm as. 
From all the fam ily . C lare  W aish .

Thomas DoySe— G reeting fo r  Christm as and wishing you 
a happy and prosperous N e w  Y ear —  your w ife , sons, Tom , 
Shay, Jack, Lisa and Theresa.

John F. NangSe, Eng.— Happy Christm as, John, from  
M other, Dolores and N o e l. Happy Christm as and a pros
perous N ew  Y ear from  M ichael, O liv e , and baby Declan.

N o e l M oynihan— W ishing  you a Happy Christm as, from  
your A u n t, sister, and niece. M rs. C olem an, 1 1 Pidgeon 
House Road, Ringsend, D ub lin .

James Nangle, C arpen ter— D ear James, w e wish you a 
very happy Christm as and a bright N ew  Y ear, and to  all 
the members o f the  crew  o f the  “ IR IS H  P LA N E ” . From  
your b rother and sisters in England, and at home. W ith  ai! 
our love. Mam and Dad.

John P rio r, Jun. Eng— G reetings from  M other, Father, 
brothers and sisters, and nephew Corm ack, fo r  a happy 
Christm as and N e w  Y ear. Hoping to  see you in the N ew  
Y ear.

Sean Hennessey, Jun. Eng— A very happy Christm as, Sean, 
and a bright and prosperous N ey Y ear, from  Mam and 
Dad.

A rth u r O ’ M ahoney, Jun. Eng.— Happy Christm as, A r t , from  
all at home and the R id iri Gaisca a t SS. P eter and Paul’s 
C o rk . (M rs . Una O ’ M ahony).

James B ennett, C h ie f S tew ard— Love and best wishes fo r  
a very happy Christm as from  M am m y, M ary, A n to in e tte , 
C la ire , Rosaleen, Philomena and Seamus.

D . Brunicardi— W ishing you a holy and a happy Christm as, 
aware o f the thoughts, love and prayers o f parents, sisters, 
re lations and friends.

Eamon Byrne, Engineer— W ishing  you a very happy and 
a holy Christm as and a bright N e w  Y ear. W e  are all look 
ing forw ard  to  seeing you early  in the  N e w  Yea,, D .V . Best 
of Good Luck. From Daddy, M am m y, B rother and Sisters.

Sheamus Robinson— Best wishes fo r  a M e rry  Christm as and 
a happy and prosperous N e w  Y ear to  you and all your 
shipmates. God Bless and sneed yoM on your w ay. From : 
Mam , Dad, Sandra, M ary, K im , C hristy , Tom , and all at

Eamon M a rtin , Asst. S tew ard— Best wishes fo r  a Hapny  
Christm as, Eamon, from  M am , Dad, brothers, sisters, neigh
bours and friends.
Also greetings to  all yo u r shipmates, especially, T im m y, 
Tony and Chris ty . Hoping you have a nice tim e . God Bless 
you a ll. Looking forw ard  to  seeing you come n e xt Spring.

M r .  D . Scanlon— Christm as greetings to  Des from  all 
the  Farrell fa m ily  at 9 2 . Also from  “ The S lipoer”  customers.

K evin Geoghegan, A ct. 3 rd  O ffic e r— 21st B irthday, C h ris t
mas and N e w  Y ear greetings from  M am , Dad and brothers  
and sisters.

fames G orm an, 2nd O ffic e r— Christm as greetings and al! 
good wishes fo r the N e w  Y ear from  Daddy, M am m y and 
sisters. God bless you always.

“ IRISH ROSE”
Captain  J. Flanagan— Every good wish fo r  Christm as and 

the N ew  Y ear from  M aureen, M ick , M a tt , A ine  and C aro
line, also Nancy and Michael O ’ D w yer.

W ill ia m  Hynes, 4 th  Engineer— Happy Christm as, B illie , 
and a joyous N e w  Y ear. From Daddie and l it t le  Mae.

N o e l O ’ N e ill ,  3 rd  Eng.— W ishing  you a very happy C hris t
mas. God bless. Lots o f love from  Nancy and the children. 
Also, best wishes fo r  your b irthday on the 2 1s t Decem ber.

“ IRISH CEDAR”
John W a te rs , Engineer— W ith  love and best wishes fo r  

a very happy Christm as and a bright N ew  Y ear, John, from  
M am , Tom m y and fam ily , Eileen and fam ily , Jem and 
Josephine, W il l ie  and fam ily , and a special greeting from  
M argare t. Greetings also from  all a t Casa Rio and 73  Corish 
Park. God bless you.
Greetings and best wishes fo r  a very happy Christm as. Looking 
forw ard  to  Sept. o r O c t., 196 6 . Love always. M argaret.

M ichael D illo n , 2nd Eng.— C ongratulations on your appo in t
m ent as 2nd Eng. Greetings fo r  Christm as and blessings 
from  M am m y, sisters, brothers, s is te rs-in -law , b ro th e r-in -la w  
and three  nephews.
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“IRISH ALDER” “ IRISH SYCAMORE”
John H u rle y — W ishing  you a very happy Christm as. Lots of 
love. Lulu. A  very happy Christm as, and hoping to  see you 
soon. Lots o f love. Peggy.
john McEvoy, Eng. Cadet— Greetings fo r  your firs t Christmas  
away from  home. W e  w ould like  you to  know  th a t we w ill 
all be th ink ing  o f you on Christm as Day. A ll o u r love. 
M am , Dad and a ll. Hoping to  see you soon a fte r  Christm as. 
Hoping you w ill  have a happy Christm as abroad the  
“ IR IS H  A L D E R ” . W e  w ill keep the tree  lighting until you 
get home, soon w ith  G od ’s help. Mam  wants the photo
before Christm as. Love and best wishes from  your brothers, 
Billy  and M ichael, and sister, M argare t. W e  w o n ’t  eat 
III the Christm as pudd., cake, e tc ., as w e are hoping you 
can get home before I go back. Hope you w ill enjoy
Christm as abroad the  " IR IS H  A L D E R ” . Love and best 
wishes, from  yo u r sister, Kathleen.

David O ’ K eeffe , Engineer— Y o u r parents, b ro ther and sister 
send th e ir  very best wishes fo r  a happy and holy Christm as. 
W e  tru s t th a t you are enjoying pood health.

Leslie W ills ,J u n . Eng.— D ear Leslie, wishing you G od’s
blessing and every happiness this Christm as, from  Dad
and all at 36 and 7 1 6 .

Brian L ark in , 4 th  Engineer— Christm as greetings and good 
wishes from  M o th er, Father, brothers Paddy and Anthony, 
his sister K itty  and her husband Pat. W ith  love.

M ichael O ’S ullivan, Eng. Cadet—-W is h in g  you a m erry  
Christm as and a very happy N e w  Y ear from  M am , Dad, 
Brothers, Sisters and all at Delany Park.

John C o tte r, A ppren tice— Christm as greetings from  Mam , 
Dad, D ick, Una and T erry . Hoping to  see you around 
Christm as. D .V .

Michael Boland— Christm as greetings and all best wishes 
fo r  the com ing year to  our dear son Michael Bn|and and 
all the members o f the  crew  o f the “ Irish A ld e r” . Hoping  
to  see you soon. God Bless. From M um , Dad and b rother  
Sheamus.

Johnny McEvoy— Dearest Johnny to  wish to  you a very happy 
and holy Christm as and to  rem ind you th a t I w ill be th ink ing  
of you always. From Yours, Bertha.
Jim Ta llon— G reetings and best wishes to  my dear husband 
fo r  a very happy Christm as and hoping you are keeping  
w e ll. From his loving w ife  Anna, John and N orah .

John R eilly— C ongratulations on passing your exam John 
and best wishes fo r  a very Happy Christm as. From Mum , 
Dad, b ro ther, sisters and friends.

“ Sam the M an”  (Sam  M aher, Jun. E n g .)— Happy C h ris t
mas, from  Sparkie and the  Engineers.

Jack Byrne 2nd S tew ard , Paddy Brennan, Asst. S teward, 
Ronnie D unn, Pantry Boy, T im m y Colem an, G alley Boy—; 
Happy Christm as fro m  Michael Bolan, Pantry Boy.

E. Byrne, James Brady, Eng. Cadets, “ IR IS H  S PR UCE”  
John C a rro ll, Tom  Ryan, Tom m ie Hanrahan, “ IR IS H  C E D A R ” , 
Richard L e tt, H arry  Briody, “ IR IS H  R O W A N ” , Eng. Cadets 
— Happy Christm as and a b right N e w  Y ear. From  M ick  
O ’Sullivan and J. McEvoy, Eng. Cadets.

A happy Halloween picture of the younger mem
bers of the Leonard family of Cashel Road, Dublin. 
Mr. Paddy Leonard is on board the “  Irish Syca
more ” and his son John is on the “ Irish Rowan 
W e send the following message fo r Mrs. E. Leonard 
— “ To my dear husband and son a very happy 
Christmas and a bright N ew  Year and best wishes 
too from  the children, aunts, uncles and all the 

family.

Tony M ooney, Engineer— Greetings and best wishes fo r  
Christm as and the N e w  Y ear, from  Mrs. Fullam and fam ily , 
2 K illan  Road, East W a ll ,  and Leo. Leo w ill m eet you in 
the Log Cabin soon. God bless you.

John G ilm a rtin , Jnr. Eng.— Best wishes fo r  Christm as and 
N ew  Y ear. Love and God bless from  all the  fam ily .

Billy  Sheridan— W e  wish you a very happy and holy 
Christm as. A ll o u r love. M am m y, brothers and the  children.

Thomas Byrne, 3 rd  Eng.— Greetings and best wishes from  
Mam m ie, Daddy, John, Cha, Fran, Kevin , A n ita , G ranny  
and Granpa.
G od ’s blessing and best wishes fo r  Christm as. From the  
M alone fam ily .

James Chaney— Seasons greetings and best wishes to  my 
dear son fo r  Christm as. Also b irthday greetings on 22nd  
January from  M am m y, Daddy, brothers, sisters and all 
your friends.

John M . C ox, Deck A pprentice— M um , Dad, brothers and 
sisters send th e ir  love and ebst wishes fo r  the happiest 
Christm as you can have and hope th a t you w ill  be home soon.

W ill ia m  Brow n— Happy Christm as from  Liam , C hristopher, 
Colm  and w ife  R ita . Please hurry home. W e  all miss you.

W .  H o w ie , Ch. Engineer— Lots o f love and best wishes 
from  M ary and the children.

C olum  M orrissey, 2nd O ffic e r— Kindest regards and best 
wishes from  all o f us a t “ Bay V ie w ” . M ary.

Philip  H aw kins— Christm as G reetings and a happy N ew  
Y ear. From M am m y, Daddy, Brothers Steve, Liam , Denis, 
John, Seamus, D eclin , M ichael, and Sisters Betty , M arian , 
A nn , Em ily and G era ld ine, a t 2  George Reynolds House, 
Irish to w n.

V iv ian  M ayland, C h ie f S tew ard— Cristm as G reetings, w ith  
love from  your w ife  and fam ily . W e  w ill  be th ink ing  of 
you on Christm as Day.

“ IRISH HOLLY ”
P atrick  H earne, Bosun— W ishing  you a very  m erry  Christmas  
From M am ie, Daddy and all a t home.

Joe O ’ Brien, “  IR IS H  H O L L Y  ” — Good luck w ith  the  
beer, from  the  boys on the ‘A ld e r ’ .

These lovely children, Joseph, Angela and Nicholas 
Blake, want to wish th e ir Daddy, Mr. M. Blake, 
2nd Steward, on the “  IRISH ALDER ” , a very happy 
Christmas, and they also send best wishes from  

th e ir m other, Mrs. Ellen Blake.
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John M c G u rre ll, E lectrician— W ishing  you a happy and 
m erry  Christm as, Sean. From M am , Dad, all the boys and 
l i t t le  sister M arie .

James C lin to n , C h ie f S tew ard— W ishing  you a very happy 
Christm as. From Maisie and the boys. God Bless.

John Shelton— Best wishes fo r  Christm as and the  N e w  
Y ear. From Mam m y and Daddy, also many happy returns of 
your 2 1s t birthday on the 3 0 th  Decem ber, from  the  She I - 
tons, Rynnes and Therkelsens.

“ IRISH POPLAR”
James Kennedy, A ppren tice— Best wishes fo r  a happy and 

holy Christm as from  Dad, M am , Shiela and Tony, and to  
all your shipmates. Hope to  see you in the N e w  Y ear, D .V .

John H eaney, C arpen ter— W ishing  you a happy Christm as  
and N ew  Y ear, from  Father, G randm other, brothers, M a tt, 
P eter, Thomas and s is te r-in -law , Jane.

D e rm o t O 'D ris c o ll— W ish ing  you a very happy Christm as  
and hoping to  see you soon. From Dad, M am , and your  
th ree  brothers Patrick , Con and Finbarr at the  G len, 
M onkstow n, Co. C o rk .

Jack N o la n  Jun. Eng.— W e  send Christm as greetings and 
all o u r love, from  M am , Dad, Phil, Eileen and Brian. 
Hoping to  see you in the  near fu tu re , D .V .

John F lem ing, A .B .— W ishing  my dear husband a very  
happy and holy Christm as, from  his loving w ife , son Fred, 
daughter M argaret, son -in -law , m o th e r-in -la w . God bless 
also fo r  the N e w  Y ear. Hope to  see you soon, please 
God.

Liam  O ’ N e ill ,  Junior Engineer— H e artie s t G reetings and 
best wishes fo r  Christm as from  M am , Dad, Joe, Kay,
A u n t M ary  and Gran and all the re la tions, not fo rge tting , 
of course, T r ix ie .
Best wishes from  Sr. Bona Consilia.

Brendan Stockdale, D eck A ppren tice— Best wishes fo r  a 
happy and a holy Christm as to  yourself and all your ship
mates from  Dad, M am , Granda and all yo u r brothers and 
sisters, especially from  the “ G ang” . Sian abhaile leat.

Sean M oynihan, C h ie f Engineer— From M o th er (w h o  is 
in h o s p ita l) , A ndrew , Denis, Ted and fam ilies, wishing you 
a Happy and H oly  Christm as and looking forw ard  to  seeing 
you in the  N ew  Y ear. God Bless.

Paud Fitzsim ons— Loving G reetings and best wishes fo r  
a Happy Christm as. Hoping to  see you soon. From your 
g irl fr ie n d , E lizabeth.

Kevin Edwards— W ishing you a very happy Christm as and 
a bright N e w  Y ear. From M am m ie, Dad, David , James and 
D erm ot.

Ted C onnell, Ch ie f S tew ard— Greetings to  you Ted, My  
thoughts w ill be w ith  you though many miles d ivide us.
Looking forw ard  very much to  seeing you in the N ew
Y ear. Love M aura.
A happy Christm as Daddy. W e  w ill  miss you very much. 
W e  pray th a t you w ill be home soon. Lots o f love from
M ary, D e ird re  and Tom .

D . M o llo y— Although you are fa r  away w e miss you more
than words can say. W e  hope you w ill be home fo r  R ita ’s
big day. W ith  lots o f love and wishing you a very happy 
Christm as. G reetings also to  all your shipmates. Pleasant 
sailings and Bon Voyage. From M am , Dad, Tom m y, Kevin, 
R ita , Lesly, H arry , L illia n , C aro line  and all your fond re la 
tions back home.

Cornelius Salvin— To wish you a very happy Christm as  
w h eth er you are on land o r  sea. From yo u r loving M other, 
Dad, and all the  fam ily  a t home. Greetings also to  your 
shipmates Christy  and Paudie, from  the boys here to  you.

P atrick  F itzsim ons, D eck D e p t.— H e artie s t greetings to  
P atrick . W ish ing  you a happy and H oly  Christm as. From  
Ann, Frank, Jim m y, Marian and Jack.
Best wishes fo r  Christm as from  M am , M aureen, E lizabeth  
an^ Kathleen in Scotland.

Denis Falvev— Hanpy Christm as and a bright and pros- 
p e r c s  N e w  Y ear. W e  are looking fo rw ard  to  seeing you 
in the  re a r  fu tu re , P.G . From M am , Dad and Kay.

fohn Leonard, E lectrical Eng.— Happy Christm as to  you 
and all aboard the “ Irish P oplar” . God bless you a ll. From  
M o th er, Father, Sisters and Brothers at home and from  
Thomas in H o lv  Ghost N o v itia te , T ipperary .

Aidan M cKehoe, D eck A ppren tice— Loving wishes fo r  a 
very happy Christm as from  all a t home. Greetings also from  
the  Keho® and O ’ Leary Clans, especially from  the tw o  
Gr?ns, who send th e ir  love and many thanks fo r  all the  
cards you send them  from  fa r  away places.

A ndrew  Bucklev, C /C o o k — Happy Christm as from  your  
bro ther Paddy, w ife  Dolores and lit t le  nephew D e rm o t, who  
is looking fo rw a rd  to  seeing you in the  N e w  Y ear. Also  
preetinqs from  M a n , Dad, brothers and sisters at 136 Collins  
A ve. East, Donnycarney, D ublin .

“ IRISH ASH” John Byrne, 2nd O ffic e r— To dear Jackie, w ith  love and 
best wishes fo r  a very happy Christm as. From M am m y, 
Jim m y, Una and Teresa.
To Jackie. Best wishes fo r  a happy Christm as. Patric ia  and 
M ichael.

Apprentice  Brendan S tockdale, “ Irish Poplar” , sends his 
best wishes fo r  Christm as and the N e w  Y ear to  G randparents, 
M am , Dad and all the Fam ily.

A very merry Christmas to John Heaney, “ IRISH  
POPLAR ” from  the family group photographed 
here, Mr. and Mrs. Liam Heaney and baby Matthew.

“ IRISH W IL L O W *7
Jimmy R ickard , Ch. O f f .—  Love and best wishes fo r  

Christm as from  Mam .
George MoJSoy, Assist. S tew ard— Christm as greetings from  

M am , Dad, sisters and brothers. Hoping to  see you soon.
John H a ll,  Bosun— Best wishes fo r  a m erry  Christm as and 

a happy and prosperous N e w  Y ea r. W ith  love from  May, 
daughters A n n e tte , Sally, and son P eter.

Jack Johnston— Happy Christm as, Jack, from  M am , Dad, 
Richard, H aro ld , O liv e , Katherine  and G randad, Paddy and 
Brid ie.

Thomas Farre lly— Christm as greetings to  o u r Daddy, from  
your loving w ife , C arm el, and children Pauline, N o e l, Ray
m ond, A n thony, D e rek , Thomas, Carm el and Paul. Hope to  
see you soon, P.G.

Francis S ta ffo rd— W ishing  you a happy Christm as, w ith  
all o u r love from  Mam , Dad, b ro ther and sisters o f 26  
W h ite ro c k  V iew s, W e x fo rd .

Robert B roderick— A  very , very happy Christm as from  
M am , Dad, Jackie and M arie .

George Pullen— W ishing you a very  Happy Christm as and 
N e w  Year from  M am , Dad and b ro ther Jimmy.

David C la rk — A very happy Christm as to  o u r son and all 
the crew  o f the  “ Irish W il lo w ” . From his M am , Dad, sisters 
Julie, Patric ia, B etty  and D e ird re , brothers Robert and 
John and s is te r-in -law  Chris, and all his friends. W e  hope 
you are w ell and hope to  see you soon.

P eter Kavanagh, 2nd Engineer— W e  wish you a very happy
Christm as, lots o f love from  M arie  and the tw o  boys, P eter
and Andy.

Larry O ’ D u ffy , 2nd O ffic e r— Love and best wishes fo r
a happy Christm as. Teresa.

Frank W alsh . —  Greetings and best wishes fo r  a happy 
Christm as and N e w  Y ear. From your loving w ife  Anne, Mom  
and Pop, Teresa and P eter, Gay and M ary, and your
favourite  s is te r-in -law .
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O dran  O ’M o o re , Firem an— Christmas greetings, O dran  from  
your loving w ife , Stacia, and children , A ideen , David , D e ird re  
and O dran .

Declan M cLoughlin , Cadet Engineer— A  very happy and 
holy Christm as from  Mum and Dad, yo u r brothers, sisters- 
in -law , your nephews and nieces. W e  w ill all miss you very  
much, and hope you have a nice tim e  w herever you are. 
Love from  a ll.

John Brady— H e llo  John— Hope you are w ell and have 
a nice Christm as. W e  shall miss you here. Love from  M um , 
Dad, Bernard, D avid , Francis, June and Estelle. Also 
best wishes from  all in Tem pleogue, H a ro ld ’s Cross and 
D undrum , not fo rg e ttin g  Law lor.

Liam  O ’Toole—  To Liam — sorry you can’t  be w ith  us fo r  
Christm as. W ish ing  you a very happy Christm as, from  Mam , 
Dad, Nanna, sisters O liv e , Mrs. P. Byrne and her husband, 
C oventry, tw o  brothers, Patrick  and N o e l, also his girl 
fr ie n d , Biddy.

James Fahey, Engineer— Christm as greetings from  Father, 
M o th er, K athleen, B illy  and Eddie.

Joseph Ennis, 2nd Eng.— W ishing  you and your con
freres on the “ IR IS H  S PR U C E ’ ’ a very happy Christm as. 
A ll are sorry you w ill not be w ith  us this Season, and 
look forw ard  to  a happy event to  come. M other.
W ish ing  you a very happy Christm as and a bright N ew  
Y ear. Love from  Angela and all the Keegans.

Paddy Kearort— W ish ing  you a very happy Christm as from  
your w ife , Eileen, and fam ily , M aria , Pat, B illy, N o e l, 
A n n e tte  and Danny. Sorry you could not be w ith  us fo r  
Christm as. Hoping to  see you in the N e w  Y ear, please God. 
God bless you always.

James Brady, Eng. Cadet— W h e th e r you be a flo a t or  
ashore, fo r  Christm as and N ew  Y ear, good wishes galore. 
M am , Dad, E leanor and G era ld ine.

Pat O ’ R ourke— M e rry  Christm as to  you. A ll our love. 
Ethel, D erek , G eorge, and Tony.

P atrick  Redm ond— W ishing  you a very happy and holy
Christm as from  your sister Ciss. G reetings also from  Eugene, 
Eileen and fam ily , M aura, Liam and fam ily , Rosaleen, M a tt  
and fam ily , U na, Tom  and baby Breid M arie .

P atrick  O range— Loving wishes fo r  Christm as from  Dad, 
M am , E lizabeth, P atric ia, M a rtin  and C iaran , and all your  
friends in P ortarling ton  and Tinnecrannagh.

Erick Hensey— W ishing you and all the C rew  a very happy 
Christm as and a bright and happy N e w  Y ear w herever you 
may be. Love from  your M am , Dad and Sisters.

Frank B lake, F. Man— W ishing  you a Happy Christm as. 
From your w ife  A lice , daughters Vera and Joan, sons M ic k ,
Joe, Francis and T e rry , Hoping you w ill be home soon. Love
from  a ll.
To my Daddy to  wish you a very happy Christm as. From  
your loving daughter V era . Miss you very  much.

Brian Byrne— W ishing  you a very Happy Christm as. From  
M o th er, Uncle John, Cohn, Tony, N ed , Pamela, M aureen, 
John and all your nieces and nephews and all yo u r fans.
21 Castle S t., W ic k lo w .

“IRISH SPRUCE’

Estelle Marie wishes her Uncle, M r. John Brady, 
“ IRISH SPRUCE ” a very happy Christmas.

Thomas Byrne— Greetings and good wishes from  a ll at 
Best wishes fo r  Christm as and the N ew  Y ear and hoping 
to  see you soon. From your loving w ife  M ary, children  
Tom m y, M argaret and baby Susan.

Brian M cB ride , E lectrician— Y o u r Dad, brothers and sisters 
at 65 St. M a ry ’s Park, W a lk in s to w n , wish you a very happy 
Christm as. Dad.

Frank K irw an , 3 rd  Eng.— W ishing  you a Happy Christm as. 
W ith  all our love. Carm el and Dym phna.

Ted Russell— G reetings fo r  a very happy Christm as and 
also a happy birthday on the 2 5 th  N ovem b er. Looking fo r 
w ard to  seeing you soon Ted. From M am , Dad, Rena, James, 
Patricia and G randa.
G reetings fo r  a very happy Christm as and hoping to  see you 
soon P.G . From N ua la , Regina and all a t Greystones.

H e n ry  K ent— Christm as greetings from  your w ife  N o ra  and 
children M ary, A nn, Pat, Eileen and H enry . Greetings al§o 
from  fa th e r-in -la w , m o th e r-in -la w  and N e ll.

Ferghil Henderson, 3rd O ffic e r— Birthday greetings and 
love from  all fo r  2 5 th  N ovem b er and congratulations on 
your engagement to  C lare  H icks, Ramlegh Park, M illto w n . 
Also Christm as Blessings and greetings to  you and all abroad 
the “ Irish Spruce’ ’ . From M um , Dad and fam ily .

James M u llen— A  very happy Christm as from  M am , Dad 
and all the fam ily .

Pat K e lly— G reetings and best wishes fo r  a happy C h ris t
mas. From M am , Dad, Anne M a rie , Angela, A n d re w  and 
M aria . Best wishes to  all aboard.

G avin S t. John G ille n , A ppren tice— V ery  sorry not to  have 
you home fo r  Christm as. Have a nice tim e . W e  w ill  all be 
th ink ing  about you. Love from  M um , Dad, Doreen , Berna, 
Roddy, Michael and all your sailing and w a te r  skiing pals 
in Rosses Point.

James Rvder— A  very hapoy and H o ly  Christm as. From  
K ath leen , Betty , M ary  and Jim. G reetings to  all the  boys 
from  A rk lo w .

Paddy B a rre tt, “  IR IS H  S PR U C E ” — Happy Christm as, 
W a c ke r, from  Chippie ( D . O ’N e i l l ) .

“ IRISH ASH”
John P. M urphy— Greetings from  your M am , Dad and 

your six sisters. W e  a ll wish you a happy Christm as. Looking  
forw ard  to  seeing you in the N e w  Y ear. Have a nice 
Christm as. God bless. Lots o f love from  all at home.
F . B. K e lly , Ch. O ffic e r— Best wishes fo r  a very  Happy 
Christm as and N e w  Y ear, from  M other, Dad and Uncle K it.

W m . Gleeson, Jun. Eng.— W ishing  you a very  happy C h ris t
mas and hoping to  see you soon, from  M am m y, Dad brothers, 
sisters, grandparents and all your friends in C arlo w .

Mossie H urle y — D ear Mossie, a very Happy Christm as to  
you w herever you may be this Christm as. W e  w ill be th in k 
ing o f you. Love from  M om , Pop and all the fam ily .

H enry  C ourtney , 3 rd  O fficer— Love and best wishes fo r  a 
Happy and H oly  Christm as and lots o f luck in the N e w  Y ear. 
God Bless from  M am , Dad, Jim m y, Joseph, A u n t M ay, Uncle  
Joe, Chris ty , T im m y, M r. and M rs. M cLaughlin and all your 
friends in Cobh.

Terence Egan, Pantry Boy— D ear Terence, we wish you a 
very happy and holy Christm as, from  your loving Mam  and 
D ad, sisters, b ro ther and all at 16 St. Patrick  Square, Cobh.

Thomas Keaney, O .S .— Greetings fo r  Christm as from  
M other, Father, brothers, sisters, and friends in R eid ’s Place. 
W ishing you a happy Christm as.

Sean M cN e lis , 2nd Engineer— Greetings fo r  your b irthday
on 15th Decem ber. Also a very happy Christm as and m erry  
N ew  Y ear. Hoping you w ill be home fo r  Christm as. Best 
wishes from  M am , Dad, s ister Peggy and friend  Annie  T .

Brendan H earne— W ith  best wishes fo r  a very happy 
Christm as and looking forw ard  to  seeing you soon. A ll the  
best from  M am , Dad and the Boys.
W ish ing  you a happy Christm as and hoping you w ill be home 
scon. Josephine and Eddie.
To Uncle Brendan— This seven m onth old sends her Christm as  
greetings. Patsy.

Tony O ’Toole , 3rd  Eng.— Greetings and best wishes fo r  a 
happy Christm as from  M am , Dad and all the fa m ily  at 
Corballis . Regards also to  Bill Flem ing. M . O ’Toole.

loseph C affrey— Greetings from  M o th er, Father, Brothers  
and Sisters. W ish ing  you a happy Christm as. Hoping to  see 
you soon.

B illy  Russell, 2nd S tew ard— Loving wishes fo r  a Happy
Christm as and a Bright N ew  Y ear. Longing to  see you. Love
from  M am , Dad, M yrna and all your friends at hom e. God 
Bless you.

Jack Johnson, Ch. Eng.— Kindest regards and best wishes 
fo r  Christm as and fo r  1966  from  A rth u r, Betty , Susan and 
all a t home.
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l « r  the ’’Irish Larch **
W m . Shorten, Messman— Greetings and best love fo r  

Christm as from  M ary and the  children , especially C aro l, whose 
birthday fa lls  on Christm as Day. Looking fo rw ard  to  seeing 
you.

Bernard M ooney, E lectrician— Greetings 'ro m  M am , Dad 
and all the fam ily , also Sylvia; Rover, to o  ! Love, and look 
ing fo rw ard  to  seeing you.
Good wishes fo r  Christm as from  B etty , Des, G erard , Ann  
all a t 35.

G erard McCann : C arpen ter— O u r very best wishes fo r  a 
happy Christm as. W i l l  miss you very much. Hope to  see you 
soon in the  N e w  Y ear. M rs. Purdy and fam ily  and M r. and 
Mrs. T ierney  wish you a very happy Christm as. Hope you 
have a happy tim e . God bless you always.

N o e l Edwards, Jun. Eng.— W ishing you every blessing and 
happy Christm as. W i l l  be th ink ing  o f you. God bless. Mom , 
Dad, G eorge, R ita , M ary, Jerry, and all your nieces and 
nephews.
Greetings to  our son Noel fo r  a happy Christm as and G od’s 
blessing and all ou r thoughts are w ith  you. Also love from  
G eorge and R ita , M ary and G erry  and all the kiddies and 
also greetings to  your Captain  and all aboard. Every blessing 
fo r  1966 and safe journey home (P .G .)  Mam and Dad.

J. F. K e lly , Ch. O ffic e r— Best wishes fo r  a very happy 
Christm as and N ew  Y ear from  M o th er, Dad and Uncle K it.

R obt. C a rric k — A  happy Christm as and a bright N e w  Year, 
from  Andy, Maggie and fam ily .
Christm as greetings and happy N e w  Y ear from  M other, 
Father and Brothers from  South Shore, Rush.

N o e l L it t le , 3rd  Eng.— Christm as greetings from  all the  
fam ily , and w e are all looking forw ard  to  seeing you again.

Raymond Pender— From all a t home, we wish you and 
all aboard the “  IR IS H  LA R C H  ”  a very happy Christm as. 
M om , Paul, P eter, Francis, Pop and Liam Roe, and Francis 
in W e llin g to n , N .Z .  Good Luck.

P. V . Flynn— Loving Christm as greetings to  you from  your 
loving w ife  and fam ily .

B arry T a llon , 3 rd  O ffic e r— V ery  best wishes to  you, Barry, 
and all the boys a flo at fo r  Christm as. Sincere regret all 
round th a t you w ill be so fa r  away fo r a second Christm as. 
W e  w ill be th ink ing  o f you and no doubt envying you the  
gorgeous sun ! From M um . Dad. Maeve and H e len , John 
and M rs. S la ttery , D erm ie  and all the gang a t home, in other 
v/ords “ Les g irls” .

John O rm ond , Engine D e p t— Happy Christm as, Johnny. 
Hope you are w e ll. W i l l  be th ink ing  o f you on Christmas  
Day. Best wishes from  all at 46  Hazel Rd., Donnycarney. 
M other.

2dw ard Fow ler, C atering  D e p t.— Christm as Greetings and 
all ou r love fo r  Christm as and the N e w  Y ear. Hope you have 
a nice Christm as. Brothers A rth u r and lit t le  Robin send all 
th e ir  love. A ll the  best from  all a t home especially M o th er. 
Greetings and all the best o f good wishes fo r  Christm as and 
the N e w  Y ear. Hope you liked all your B irthday G reetings. 
Looking fo rw ard  to  hearing from  you. A ll ou r love. From  
A u n t Kathy and Cousin Anthony Fow ler.

Finbarr P e rro tt, A pprentice— Christm as greetings dear Fin- 
b a rr,. Hope you w ill have a lovely tim e . God bless and pro 
tect you. Love from  the O ’Hare  fam ily . W ish ing  you dear Fin
barr a very happy and a holy Christm as and best wishes fo r a 
Captain and all aboard the  “ Irish Larch”  a very happy 
Christm as. M other.

A n d re w  M y le r— Happy Christm as to  A ndy and Shipmates. 
Love from  daughter, Betty , Sons, Michael and A n d rew . Plenty  
of cheer. Love, W ife  Ann.

P atrick  Colgan— W ishing  you a happy Christm as and we  
hope you are enjoying yourse lf, also all your friends and all 
the crew . A ll a t home w ere  asking fo r  you and hope to  see 
you in the N e w  Y ear. N oel sends his regards. Francis anxious 
to  see you. From Ma, Dad and all a t home.

P atrick  W a lsh , ( D .  G rea s er)— Greetings fo r  a happy C h ris t
mas and a prosperous N e w  Y ear. Hoping to  see you soon. 
Love and best wishes from  yo u r loving w ife  Peggy, daughter 
Kath leen , son M aurice and all the  fam ily .

Colm  C urriv an , Jnr. Eng.— W ishing  you and all aboard 
“ Irish Larch”  a very happy Christm as and N e w  Y ear. Love 
and best wishes from  M am , Dad, Declan, A nn, Des, Barry  
and relatives.

To. Mr. W . Cusack, A. B., “ Irish Larch” , love and 
best wishes fo r Christmas and your birthday, 
Decern 29th, from Theresa and the children, Gerard  

and Jacqueline.

The Colgan family send Christmas greetings to 
Patrick on board the “ Irish Larch ”— Photo taken 

at Halloween,
Paddy W alsh , 2nd Eng.— From M o th er, b ro ther, sisters 

and niece M a ir ir . A ll o u r love and wishing you the  blessing 
and joys o f Christm as.

Brian D a ly , D eck A ppren tice— W ishing  you and your ship
mates a very happy Christm as. M am , Shiela and Pop.

N ige l Kinsella— Christm as greetings from  your Parents,
F .C .A . U n it ,  and from  his w ee adm ire r Thomas.

Charles M e lia — W ishing  you and all aboard a happy C hris t
mas and a brigh t N e w  Y ear from  your w ife , B ridget, and
sons, John, Chris ty , C harlie , M argare t and all a t 5 6 , and
Betty .

Joseph M a x w e ll— Christm as greetings from  Daddy( Mam m y  
and all a t home. Hoping to  see you soon.

W .  J. Lyons, 2nd S tew ard .— Loving Christm as greetings  
fo r  the last tim e  from  dear old Ire land . Looking forw ard  to  
the  great day in A ustra lia . A  very happy Christm as and God
Bless. From Patsy, Eddie and Mam .

P eter M cD o n n e ll, C arpen ter— Best wishes fo r  a happy 
Christm as. From the O ’ R e illy  fam ily , East H il l ,  Cobh.
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Mr. T. McCarthy, Irish Oak

FROM ‘ M.V. LAGOS PALM’7
I w ould like  to  extend to  all my ex-shipm ates on the  

“ Irish M aple”  the season’s greetings. I had the pleasure of 
sailing on the M aple when she was on the “ M a ru ” run a 
couple o f years ago. There are many friends w ho w ere  on 
the  M aple during th a t ,  “ M a ru ”  voyage, among them  J. 
Nangle, S. G eran, A . Bolger, H . Loughrey, A . M in ihan , E. 
Brady, B. H earn and “ the leek”  R. W aterhouse, not fo r 
ge tting , o f course, Captain  O ’ D w y er, and it  is to  these I 
p articu larly  wish to  send greetings.

I w ould also like , via your very popular m agazine, to  
send greetings to  Johnny G ilm a rtin  a t present serving on the  
Irish Sycamore.

E. T . K irby ,
Radio O ffic e r ,.

“ IRISH MAPLE”
Jim W h y te , A ppren tice— A happy and holy Christm as, Jim, 

from  M um , Dad, and a ll at home.
Michael C ro n in — Love wishes fo r  a very happy Christmas  

and a happy and holy N ew  Y ear to  you and all your ship
m ates. Love from  M am , Dad, P eter, Jean, C la ire , Brenda, 
G ranny and all the  fam ily .

Jerry A . Desm ond, D eck A pprentice— W ishing  you a very  
happy and holy Christm as and may God bless you son, from  
your mam, Dad, brothers and sisters.

Pat T y rre ll, 3rd  O ffic e r— Best wishes fo r  a happy Christmas 
from  Dad, M am , sisters and friends.

Ronan Dunne— G reetings, love and best wishes fo r  a 
very happy Christm as from  M am , Dad, Aedam ar, C iaran and 
D arina.

James Redm ond, (J u n io r )— W ish ing  you a happy Christm as  
and a bright N e w  Y ear. From all the fam ily . Mrs. H . 
Redm ond, 13B. N o rth  Strand Flats, N th . Strand R d., D ub lin .

P hilip  M alone, Dock A ppren tice— G od’s blessing and best 
wishes Philip , fo r  your 19th b irthday on Decem ber 2 0 th ; 
also best wishes fo r  Christm as. From Daddy, Mam m y and 
Billy.
G reetings and best wishes from  all at 21 Castle S t., W ic k lo w .

14. Bvrne, C h ie f Eng----- Greetings and good wishes frcm
all a t 21 Castle S t., W ic k lo w .

H a ro ’d Cau^hey— Happy Christm as H aro ld . Hoping you are 
safe and w e ll. Best wishes from  M other, Father, Sean, 
M aurice, R ita , Pat, Rosemary, Brendan, Agnes and M a rtin .

James H a m ilto n — Sincere Christm as greetings to  James 
especially as this w ill be his firs t Christm as away from  home. 
Love from  M am , Dad, brothers and sisters and his four  
l i t t le  nieces.

Turlough M acM a'-on— Christm as greetings from  M am , Dad, 
Fionnuala, D ara , M orrogh and Patty . W e  all hope to  see 
you soon.

Dos. Scanlon— W ishing you a happy Christm as and a 
Prosperous N e w  Y ear, w ith  p len ty  o f ballast from  the 
Deep Tank. From Bert and C harlie  Lumsden and all his 
friends on the ‘Ash’ and ‘ M ap le ’ .

Jimmy Ryder, D eck A pp ----- V ery  happy and holy Christmas
to  you from  M am , Betty  and M ary.

Mr. Michael Moody, Irish Oak

“SRISHJ O A K ”
P. D . K e lly , A ppren tice— Best wishes fo r  a very happy

Christm as and N ew  Y ear from  M other, Dad and Uncle K it.
John Buggy— A Happy Christm as to  you and to  all

the crew  o f the “ IR IS H  O A K ” . God send you all home 
safely in 196 6 . M am m y, Daddy, your fo u r sisters and 
brothers.

Eugene C urrivan , Cadet Eng.— Every blessing fo r  C h ris t
mas and the N e w  Y ear, from  M am , Dad, M arie  and
H ila ry .

P. J. Q u in n , Engineer— Greetings and best wishes to  you 
from  your parents, brothers, and sisters, also from  the  
C larke  fam ily , McEnroe fam ily  and from  all his friends.

Desm ond Keogh— Happy Christm as to  you from  Mam m y, 
sister and brothers a t 2  St. P a tric k ’s Terrace, M onkstow n, 
Co. D ublin .

A . T . M e tc a lf, Ch. Engineer— M erry  Christm as and a
healthy and prosperous N ew  Y ear. W ith  love from  your w ife , 
Gladys, daughters Shiela and M argare t, s on -in -law , Tom , and 
grandchildren, Patrick  and M ark .

James and G erard Redm ond— (F a th e r and s o n ). W ishing  
you both a happy Christm as and a bright N ew  Y ear. From  
all at home. M rs. H . Redm ond, 13B N th . Strand Flats, N th . 
Strand R d., D ub lin .

A ustin  Bolger— Happy Christm as Austin w herever you may 
be and all aboard the “ Irish O a k ” . From M am m y, M ary, 
Eileen and Cecile .

Jack H a rfo rd — Christm as and N e w  Y ear greetings from  
all the C arricks.

Michael M oody— G reetings on your b irthday 2 7 th  Decem 
ber from  M om , Betty , G rannv and A untiies . Also best 
wishes fo r  Christm as and the N e w  Year.

Jim D o h e rty , “ IR IS H  O A K ”  (E le c tr ic ia n )— “ Happy  
Christm as” . From  B ill Daly  (E le c tr ic ia n ).

TO  W H O M  O N  “ IRISH SPRUCE” ?
Happy Christm as and N e w  Y ear, from  M am , Dad, and all 

the fam ily , Tom and Jane, Tom and Rose, A lb e rt and Anne, 
M oira  and G ero id .
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| Happiness is to have enough for the day j needs, |
I with always some to spare for those who have not |
g It is to possess the love of friends and to have |
1 the knowledge that all is well with them £
I It is to Live In Peace With A ll Men |
| Happiness is to have the strength to face with courage |
| all that the day may bring |
$ It is to cherish the gift of laughter, to be quick §
| to note all that is lovely and of good report S
| Happiness is to find our joy in the common things of life §

for so will youth abide—in our hearts till the end of our days $

—  Supplied by Mrs. E. Tallon
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J. G aul, P. Kehoe. Engineers: A . M etcalf (C h ie f ) ,  M . C urley, 
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W ickham .

“  IR IS H  LA R C H  ” : Captain  B. R e illy . Deck Officers: J. F. 
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(C h ie f ) ,  T . M . O ’ Leary, G . M cD onne ll, B. M c K e v itt , J. 
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Deck D e p t.; P. Byrne, F. Brennan, M . Treacy, M . Folan, G. 
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W illo u g h b y , J. G orm an, K. Geoghegan. Engineers : N .
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F. Sullivan. Deck D e p t.: J. Nangle, J. Berm ingham , D. 
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Ryder, J. Deegan, P. Redm ond, P. B a rre tt, T . Byrne, P.
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M . M urphy, M . Lynch, A . Kehoe, N . O ’Sullivan, J. Dawson, 
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